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Located in central Ohio, Holmes County is a rural, largely agricultural community. Because of this
strong connection to the land, the annual Holmes County Fair is a time honored tradition for locals
and visitors alike. The fair is one of the largest true ‘Junior’ fairs in the state and actively promotes

agriculture among the county’s youth by supporting 4-H and FFA.

The Holmes County Agricultural Society was formed in 1850 with the earliest fairs held in the streets
of Millersburg, the county seat. In 1931 the fair was moved to the current fairground located on a
large tract of flat land in the Killbuck Creek floodplain west of Millersburg. Devastating floods and
heavy rains over the following decades prompted the formation of committees to investigate moving
the fairground to a higher elevation. In 2008, after a series of severe flooding events, the Holmes
County Fair Board took action to protect people, animals, and property from repeated flooding by
resolving to build a new fairground away from the floodplain.

In 2012, land was donated to the Holmes County Fair Board for the creation of a new fairground. A
groundbreaking ceremony for the new fairground, officially known as the Fairgrounds at Harvest
Ridge, was held on April 17, 2012. The new fairground, being built completely from donations,
grants, and in-kind service, is scheduled to hold its first fair in 2016. The Fairgrounds at Harvest Ridge
will one day be the embodiment of what makes Holmes County such a special place; cooperation,

determination, and community pride.

|Z| Aerial View of the 2009 Holmes County Fair

Graphic Illustration of the Floodplain at the Current Fairgrounds
Scenes of the Current Fairgrounds during a Flood on Feb. 28, 2011
|E| Groundbreaking and Earthmoving at the New Fairgrounds Location

|E| Artist Rendition of the New Fairgrounds
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