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The f ollowing R ules a nd R egulations a re f or t he i nformation, us e a nd guidance of  a ll us ers, 
installers, and potential users of the Holmes County Wastewater and Water Systems. 
 
These Rules and Regulations a re established b y the Holmes County Commissioners under t he 
authority of Chapter 6117 of the Ohio Revised Code and will replace previous rules and regulations 
adopted for the Holmes County Wastewater and Water Systems. 
 
These rules and regulations are not  intended to interfere with those of  any other governmental 
agency having jurisdiction and whose rules or regulations are more stringent.  Whenever these rules 
and regulations impose different restrictions than those of other lawfully adopted laws or rules, then 
the more restrictive or higher rule shall govern. 
 

Adopted by the Board of County Commissioners by Resolution on January 26, 2009 
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PART A 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF  
HOLMES COUNTY WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 

 
 
SECTION 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
1.1 Purpose and Policy 
 

These Rules and Regulations set forth uniform requirements for Users of the Publicly Owned 
Treatment W orks for  Holmes C ounty, O hio a nd e nables the County to c omply w ith all 
applicable State and Federal laws, including the federal Clean Water Act (33 United States 
Code [U.S.C.] §§ 1251 et seq.) and U.S. EPA’s General Pretreatment Regulations (Title 40 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Part 403).  The objectives of Part A are: 

 
A. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the Holmes County wastewater facilities 

that will interfere with its operation; 
B. To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the Holmes County wastewater facilities 

that will pass through the Publicly Owned Treatment Works, inadequately treated, into 
receiving waters, or otherwise be incompatible with the facilities; 

C. To protect both Publicly Owned Treatment Works personnel who may be affected by 
wastewater and sludge in the course of their employment and the general public; 

D. To promote reuse and recycling of industrial wastewater and sludge from the wastewater 
facilities; 

E. To provide for fees for the equitable distribution of the cost of operation, maintenance, 
and improvement of the Publicly Owned Treatment Works; and  

F. To enable Holmes County to comply with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System permit conditions, sludge use and disposal requirements, and any other Federal 
or State laws to which the Publicly Owned Treatment Works is subject. 

 
These Rules and Regulations shall apply to all Users of Holmes County’s Publicly Owned 
Treatment W orks.  These Rules a nd R egulations authorize t he i ssuance of  wastewater 
discharge permits, provides for monitoring, compliance, and enforcement activities; establishes 
administrative review procedures; requires User reporting; and provides for the setting of fees 
for the equitable distribution of costs resulting from the program established herein.  

 
1.2 Administration 
 

These Rules a nd R egulations s hall be  e nforced by t he H olmes C ounty Sewer District a s 
directed by the Commissioners in accordance with the Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 6117.  
Except a s ot herwise p rovided he rein, the S uperintendent, unde r di rection of  t he S anitary 
Engineer shall a dminister, i mplement, a nd e nforce t he pr ovisions of  these R ules and 
Regulations.  A ny po wers granted to or  dut ies imposed upon the Superintendent may b e 
delegated by the Superintendent to a duly authorized Holmes County employee. 
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1.3 Abbreviations 
 

 The following abbreviations, when used in this Rule, shall have the designated meanings: 
 

BOD – Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
BMP – Best Management Practice 
BMR – Baseline Monitoring Report 
CFR – Code of Federal Regulations 
CIU – Categorical Industrial User 
COD – Chemical Oxygen Demand 
EPA – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
gpd – gallons per day 
IU – Industrial User 
mg/l – milligrams per liter 
NPDES – National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
NSCIU – Non-Significant Categorical Industrial User 
POTW – Publicly Owned Treatment Works 
RCRA – Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
SIU – Significant Industrial User 
SNC – Significant Noncompliance 
TSS – Total Suspended Solids 
U.S.C. – United States Code 

 
1.4 Definitions 
 

Unless a provision explicitly states otherwise, the following terms and phrases, as used in this 
rule, shall have the meanings hereinafter designated. 

 
A. Act or “the Act.”  The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean 

Water Act, as amended, 33 U.S.C. section 1251 et seq. 
B. Approval Authority.  State of Ohio 
C. Authorized or Duly Authorized Representative of the User.   

1. If the User is a corporation: 
 

a. The president, secretary, treasurer, or a vice-president of the corporation in 
charge of a principal business function, or any other person who performs 
similar policy or decision-making functions for the corporation; or 

b. The m anager o f one  or  m ore m anufacturing, p roduction, or  ope rating 
facilities, provided the manager is authorized to make management decisions 
that govern t he ope ration of  t he r egulated facility i ncluding ha ving t he 
explicit or  i mplicit duty of  ma king ma jor c apital inve stment 
recommendations, and initiate and direct other comprehensive measures to 
assure long-term environmental compliance with environmental laws and 
regulations; can ensure that the necessary systems are established or actions 
taken to gather complete and accurate information for individual wastewater 
discharge permit requirements; and where authority to sign documents has 
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been assigned or  de legated to t he m anager i n accordance with corporate 
procedures. 

2. If the User is a partnership or sole proprietorship: a general partner or proprietor, 
respectively. 

3. If the User is a Federal, State, or local governmental facility:  a director or highest 
official appointed or designated to oversee the operation and performance of the 
activities of the government facility, or their designee. 

4. The individuals described in paragraphs 1 through 3, above, may designate a Duly 
Authorized R epresentative if  the  a uthorization is in writing, the  
authorization specifies t he i ndividual or  pos ition r esponsible f or t he o verall 
operation of  the facility from which the discharge originates or  having overall 
responsibility for e nvironmental m atters f or t he c ompany, a nd t he written 
authorization is submitted to Holmes County. 

D. Biochemical Oxygen Demand or BOD.  T he quantity of  ox ygen ut ilized i n t he 
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures for five 
(5) days at 20 degrees centigrade, usually expressed as a concentration (e.g., mg/l). 

E. Best Management Practices or BMPs means schedules of activities, prohibitions of 
practices, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to implement the 
prohibitions listed in Section 2.1 and OAC 3745-3-04.  BMPs also include treatment 
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or 
leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.   

F. Building drain That pa rt of  t he l owest hor izontal pi ping of  a  structure’s s anitary 
drainage system which receives discharge from wastewater drainage pipes within the 
structure and conveys that discharge to the building sewer 

G. Building sewer The extension from the building drain to the sanitary sewer or on site 
sewage disposal system 

H. Categorical Pretreatment Standard or Categorical Standard.  A ny regulation 
containing pollutant discharge limits promulgated by EPA in accordance with sections 
307(b) and (c) of the Act (33 U.S.C. section 1317) that apply to a specific category of 
Users and that appear in 40 CFR Chapter I, Subchapter N, Parts 405-471. 

I. Categorical Industrial User.  An Industrial User subject to a categorical Pretreatment 
Standard or categorical Standard.  

J. Chemical Oxygen Demand or COD.  A measure of the oxygen required to oxidize all 
compounds, both organic and inorganic, in water. 

K. Commissioners  The Board of County Commissioners of Holmes County 
L. Contractor Any person undertaking a contract under these rules and regulations, 

acting directly or through a duly qualified and authorized representative registered by the 
Commissioners to perform work on the County System 

M. County.  The Board of County Commissioners of Holmes County or their agent  
N. Daily Maximum.  T he a rithmetic a verage of  a ll e ffluent s amples f or a  pol lutant 

collected during a calendar day.  
O. Daily Maximum Limit.  The maximum allowable discharge limit of a pollutant during a 

calendar day.  Where Daily Maximum Limits are expressed in units of mass, the daily 
discharge i s t he t otal m ass di scharged over the course of  t he d ay.  W here D aily 
Maximum Limits are expressed in terms of a concentration, the daily discharge is the 
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arithmetic a verage me asurement of  the  pol lutant c oncentration derived from a ll 
measurements taken that day. 

P. Environmental Protection Agency or EPA.  The U .S. E nvironmental P rotection 
Agency or, where appropriate, the Regional Water Management Division Director, the 
Regional A dministrator, the O hio E nvironmental P rotection A gency, or ot her dul y 
authorized official of said agency. 

Q. Existing Source.  Any source of discharge that is not a “New Source.”  
R. Grab Sample.  A sample that is taken from a wastestream without regard to the flow in 

the wastestream and over a period of time not to exceed fifteen (15) minutes. 
S. Indirect Discharge or Discharge.  The introduction of pollutants into the POTW from 

any non-domestic source. 
T. Industrial Waste.  Any wase resulting from any commercial operations, manufacturing 

operations, industrial operations or other non-residential processes. 
U. Instantaneous Limit.  The m aximum c oncentration of a  pol lutant allowed t o be  

discharged at any time, determined from the analysis of any discrete or composite sample 
collected, independent of the industrial flow rate and the duration of the sampling event.  

V. Interference.  A discharge that, alone or in conjunction with a discharge or discharges 
from other sources, inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations 
or its sludge processes, use or disposal; and therefore, is a cause of a violation of Holmes 
County’s NPDES per mits or of  t he pr evention of  s ewage s ludge us e or disposal i n 
compliance with any of the following statutory/regulatory provisions or permits issued 
thereunder, or any more stringent State or local regulations:  section 405 of the Act; the 
Solid Waste Disposal Act, including Title II commonly referred to as the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA); any State regulations contained in any State 
sludge management plan prepared pursuant to Subtitle D of the Solid Waste Disposal 
Act; the Clean Air Act; the Toxic Substances Control Act; and the Marine Protection, 
Research, and Sanctuaries Act. 

W. Local Limit.  Specific discharge l imits de veloped a nd enforced upon  i ndustrial or  
commercial facilities to implement the general and specific discharge prohibitions listed 
in 40 CFR 403.5(a)(1) and (b).   

X. Medical Waste.  Isolation wastes, infectious agents, human blood and blood products, 
pathological w astes, s harps, bod y p arts, c ontaminated be dding, s urgical w astes, 
potentially contaminated laboratory wastes, and dialysis wastes. 

Y. Monthly Average.  The sum of all “daily discharges” measured during a calendar month 
divided by the number of “daily discharges” measured during that month. 

Z. Monthly Average Limit. The highest allowable average of “daily discharges” over a 
calendar m onth, calculated as t he s um of  al l “daily di scharges” m easured during a 
calendar m onth di vided b y t he num ber of  “ daily di scharges” m easured d uring t hat 
month. 

AA. New Source. 
1. Any building, structure, facility, or installation from which there is (or may be) a 

discharge of pollutants, the construction of which commenced after the publication 
of proposed Pretreatment Standards under section 307(c) of the Act that will be 
applicable t o s uch s ource i f s uch S tandards ar e t hereafter pr omulgated in 
accordance with that section, provided that: 
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a. The bui lding, structure, facility, or ins tallation is constructed at a  s ite at 
which no other source is located; or 

b. The building, structure, facility, or installation totally replaces the process or 
production equipment that causes the discharge of pollutants at an Existing 
Source; or 

c. The production or wastewater generating processes of the building, structure, 
facility, or installation are substantially independent of an Existing Source at 
the same site.  In determining whether these are substantially independent, 
factors such as the extent to which the new facility is integrated with the 
existing plant, and the extent to which the new facility is engaged in the same 
general type of activity as the Existing Source, should be considered. 

2. Construction on a s ite a t w hich an Existing S ource i s l ocated results i n a 
modification rather than a New Source if the construction does not create a new 
building, structure, facility, or installation meeting the criteria of Section (1)(b) or 
(c) above but otherwise alters, replaces, or adds to existing process or production 
equipment. 

3. Construction of a New Source as defined under this paragraph has commenced if 
the owner or operator has: 
a. Begun, or  caused t o be gin, a s p art of  a  continuous ons ite c onstruction 

program 
(1) any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities or equipment; or 
(2) significant s ite pr eparation w ork i ncluding c learing, e xcavation, or  

removal of  existing bui ldings, structures, or  f acilities w hich is 
necessary for the placement, assembly, or installation of new source 
facilities or equipment; or 

b. Entered into a binding contractual obligation for the purchase of facilities or 
equipment which are intended to be used in its operation within a reasonable 
time.  Options to purchase or contracts which can be terminated or modified 
without substantial loss, and contracts for feasibility, engineering, and design 
studies do not constitute a contractual obligation under this paragraph. 

AB. Noncontact Cooling Water.  W ater used for cooling that does not come into direct 
contact with any raw material, intermediate product, waste product, or finished product. 

AC. Pass Through.  A discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the United States in 
quantities or  c oncentrations w hich, a lone or  i n c onjunction w ith a  di scharge or  
discharges from other sources, is a cause of a violation of any requirement of Holmes 
County’s NPDES per mits, i ncluding a n i ncrease i n t he m agnitude or  dur ation of  a  
violation. 

AD. Person.  A ny i ndividual, pa rtnership, c o-partnership, f irm, c ompany, c orporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity, or any other legal 
entity; or  their legal representatives, agents, or assigns.  T his definition includes a ll 
Federal, State, and local governmental entities. 

AE. pH.  A measure of the acidity or alkalinity of a solution, expressed in standard units. 
AF. Pollutant.  D redged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, filter backwash, sewage, 

garbage, s ewage s ludge, m unitions, M edical Wastes, chemical w astes, biological 
materials, radioactive materials, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar 
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dirt, m unicipal, a gricultural a nd i ndustrial wastes, a nd c ertain characteristics of  
wastewater (e.g., pH, temperature, TSS, turbidity, color, BOD, COD, toxicity, or odor). 

AG. Pretreatment.  The reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination of pollutants, 
or the alteration of the nature of pollutant properties in wastewater prior to, or in lieu of, 
introducing such pollutants into the POTW. This reduction or alteration can be obtained 
by physical, chemical, or biological processes; by process changes; or by other means, 
except by diluting the concentration of the pollutants unless allowed by an applicable 
Pretreatment Standard. 

AH. Pretreatment Requirements.  A ny substantive or procedural requirement related to 
pretreatment imposed on a User, other than a Pretreatment Standard. 

AI. Pretreatment Standards or Standards.  Pretreatment Standards shall mean prohibited 
discharge standards, categorical Pretreatment Standards, and Local Limits. 

AJ. Prohibited Discharge Standards or Prohibited Discharges.  Absolute prohibitions 
against the discharge of certain substances; these prohibitions appear in Section 2.3 of 
this Rule.  

AK. Property owner The individual or “person” who is the legal owner of the real estate 
AL. Publicly Owned Treatment Works or POTW.  A  t reatment works, as defined by 

section 212 of  the Act (33 U.S.C. section 1292), which is owned by Holmes County.  
This definition includes any devices or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, 
recycling, and reclamation of sewage or industrial wastes of a l iquid nature and any 
conveyances, which convey wastewater to a treatment plant. 

AM. Public sewer  Any sewer line located in a public right-of-way or easement which carries 
wastewater and is under control of the County 

AN. Septic Tank Waste.  Any sewage from holding tanks such as vessels, chemical toilets, 
campers, trailers, and septic tanks. 

AO. Sewage.  H uman e xcrement a nd gr ay w ater ( household s howers, dishwashing 
operations, etc.). 

AP. Significant Industrial User (SIU).  
Except as provided in paragraphs (3) and (4) of this Section, a Significant Industrial User 
is:  
1. An Industrial User subject to categorical Pretreatment Standards; or 
2. An Industrial User that: 

a. Discharges an average o f t wenty-five t housand ( 25,000) gpd or  m ore of  
process wastewater to the POTW (excluding sanitary, noncontact cooling and 
boiler blowdown wastewater); 

b. Contributes a process wastestream which makes up five (5) percent or more 
of t he ave rage d ry w eather h ydraulic o r or ganic capa city of  t he P OTW 
treatment plant; or 

c. Is designated as such by the State of Ohio on the basis that it has a reasonable 
potential for adversely affecting the POTW’s operation or for violating any 
Pretreatment Standard or Requirement. 

AQ. Slug Load or Slug Discharge.  Any discharge at a flow rate or concentration, which 
could cause a violation of the prohibited discharge standards in Section 2.3 of this Rule.  
A Slug Discharge is any Discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature, including but not 
limited to an accidental spill or a non-customary batch Discharge, which has a reasonable 
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potential to cause Interference or Pass Through, or in any other way violate the POTW’s 
regulations, Local Limits or Permit conditions.  

AR. Storm Water.  A ny flow oc curring dur ing o r f ollowing a ny form of  na tural 
precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation, including snowmelt. 

AS. Superintendent.  The person designated by Holmes County to supervise the operation of 
the POTW, and who is charged with certain duties and responsibilities by this Rule. The 
term also means a Duly Authorized Representative of the Superintendent. 

AT. Total Suspended Solids or Suspended Solids.  The total suspended matter that floats on 
the s urface of , or  i s s uspended i n, w ater, w astewater, o r ot her l iquid, a nd that is 
removable by laboratory filtering. 

AU. User or Industrial User.  Any source of indirect discharge. 
AV. Wastewater.  Liquid and water-carried industrial wastes and sewage from residential 

dwellings, commercial buildings, industrial and manufacturing facilities, and institutions, 
whether treated or untreated, which are contributed to the POTW. 

AW. Wastewater Treatment Plant or Treatment Plant.  That portion of the POTW which 
is designed to provide treatment of municipal sewage and industrial waste. 

 
SECTION 2 - GENERAL SEWER USE REQUIREMENTS 
 
2.1 Requirement to Connect 
 

Within the Sewer Districts established by the County and under Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 
6117, the County may “require sewer connections where available and accessible.”  Where 
sewer is available to the property l ine or if the foundation wall of a structure form which 
sewage or other wastewater is generated is located within two hundred (200) feet of a sewer 
line or the boundary of the right of way within which the public sewer is located, the County 
shall require the connection to that sewer. 
 
Where sewer “is accessible” as outlined in this regulation and in the Ohio Revised Code, 
Chapter 6117, S ection 6 117.51, i t i s unl awful t o di scharge s ewage or  ot her w aste i nto a  
cesspool, ditch, private sewer, privy, septic tank, semipublic disposal system or other outlet. 

 
A. Connections and Inspection of Connections 
 
1. No person shall connect to the Holmes County Wastewater Treatment System without: 
 

a. Submitting a completed application for a Permit to Connect and an Application for 
Service 

b. Paying all fees established or required ;by the County 
c. Obtaining a permit to connect to the System 
d. Notifying the Supervisor of the System at least 48 hours prior to connection 

 
2. Only installers registered with the County shall be permitted to connect to the System. 
 
3. No person shall uncover or breach any part of the System without first notifying the 

Supervisor of the System 48 hours prior to exposing the system. 
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4. All excavations involving connection to the System will begin at the foundation in order 

to ensure that no prohibited connections are made to the System.  Every connection to 
the System shall remain uncovered until it is inspected and approved by the Supervisor 
of the System.  The property owner and installer shall have the burden of proof that no 
prohibited connections have been made to the System. 

 
B. Service Connections 
 
1. All costs and expenses incident to the installation of sewer service shall be paid by the 

property owner.  A separate and independent sewer connection shall be made for each 
building or structure.  Multiple connections to the sewer system from a single property 
may require a manhole. 

 
2. Any building or structure other than a single family, residential dwelling shall have a 

minimum 6” minimum diameter sewer line (unless otherwise approved).  A ll single 
family, residential dw ellings s hall ha ve a  4”  mini mum di ameter s ewer line  ( unless 
otherwise approved). 

 
3. The building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation below the basement 

floor whenever possible.  Any buildings in which the building drain is at an elevation 
which will not permit gravity flow may use artificial lift to access the building sewer.  
The depth of all sewers shall be sufficient to prevent frost and in no case shall any sewer 
line be less than 2 ½ feet deep from ground surface to the top of pipe. 

 
4. The property owner shall be responsible for the performance and maintenance of the 

building sewer.  Should the building sewer be determined to be non functioning, to be 
permitting inflow or infiltration or in any way is affecting the operation of the System, 
the property owner shall within 90 days, at his own expense, correct the cause of the 
problem.  If a property owner fails to correct a problem, the County can correct the 
problem at the expense of the property owner. 

 
C. Prohibited Connections 
 
1. The following are prohibited connections:  footer drains, yard drains, drive drains, sump 

pumps, down spouts, storm drains, or any connections other than sanitary. 
 
2. Any person, being the owner of a building or property which has a prohibited connection 

shall immediately disconnect it from the System.   
 
3. All dow n s pouts, c lean w ater connections a nd s torm dr ains, w hether currently i n 

existence or placed in the future, shall be splashed out or connected to a storm sewer or 
surface drainage facility.  The intent of this provision is to encourage surface drainage of 
clean water and to avoid negligent or reckless connection into the sanitary sewer system. 
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4. No licensed installer shall knowingly make a prohibited connection to the System.  If the 
installer is making an unfamiliar connection to the System, then the installer and the 
landowner are responsible for testing the unfamiliar system for prohibited connections 
prior to receiving approval for final connection to the system. 

 
5. Whenever a property owner is notified of a prohibited connection, the landowner shall be 

required to remove or disconnect the prohibited connection within thirty days. 
 
2.2 Acceptable Wastes 
 

A. The following wastes will be acceptable to be discharged into the System:  waterborne 
wastes from toilets, lavatories, bathtubs, showers, sinks laundry tubs, washing machines 
and drinking fountains. 

B. Wastes from any commercial operations and any manufacturing processes are considered 
as industrial wastes and must be given special consideration.  F loor drains and other 
drains that collect these wastes may be approved for connection to the sanitary sewer on 
an individual basis.  Any user of the System, who has wastes of this type, is required to 
notify the County. 

C. The discharge of any other wastes must have written authorization from the County.  The 
County may require pretreatment of  any wastes not mentioned in this section.  T he 
County ha s t he right t o r eject o r de ny t he di scharge o f an y w astes w hich possess 
objectionable characteristics or which may cause (even in part) the County to violate its 
NPDES permit. 

 
2.3 Prohibited Discharge Standards 
 

A. General Prohibitions.  No User shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW 
any pollutant or wastewater containing pollutants of such character or quantity that will: 
1. Not be susceptible to treatment or interfere with the process or efficiency of the 

treatment system; 
2. Violate pretreatment standards or requirements; 
3. Cause the POTW treatment plant to violate its NPDES permit or applicable 

receiving water standards. 
These general prohibitions apply to all Users of  the POTW whether or  not they are 
subject t o categorical Pretreatment S tandards or  any o ther N ational, State, or loc al 
Pretreatment Standards or Requirements.  

B. Specific Prohibitions.  No User shall introduce or cause to be introduced into the POTW 
the following pollutants, substances, or wastewater: 
1. Pollutants which create a fire or explosive hazard in the POTW, including, but not 

limited to, wastestreams with a closed-cup flashpoint of less than 140 degrees F  
(60 degrees C) using the test methods specified in 40 CFR 261.21; 

2. Wastewater having a pH less than 5.0 o r more than 10.5, unless granted prior 
approval by the Ohio EPA, or otherwise causing corrosive structural damage to the 
POTW or equipment.  Users that are subject to Federal categorical Pretreatment 
Standards and continuously monitor for pH shall maintain the pH of the wastewater 
within the range set forth above, except excursions from the range are permitted 



12 

subject to the limitations outlined in 40 CFR 401.17.  [Note:  Any pH above 12.5 
is considered hazardous waste under 40 CFR 261.22]; 

3. Solid or viscous substances in amounts which will cause obstruction of the flow in 
the POTW resulting in Interference.   

4. Pollutants, i ncluding o xygen-demanding pol lutants ( BOD, e tc.), r eleased i n a  
discharge at a flow rate and/or pollutant concentration which, either singly or by 
interaction with other pollutants, will cause Interference with the POTW;  

5. Wastewater h aving a t emperature greater t han 120°F, or which will inhi bit 
biological activity in the treatment plant resulting in Interference, but in no case 
wastewater which causes the temperature at the introduction into the treatment 
plant to exceed 104 degrees F (40 degrees C); 

6. Any water or waste containing wax, fats, grease or oils, whether emulsified or not, 
in excess of one hundred (75) mg/l or containing substances which may solidify or 
become viscous at temperatures between thirty-two (32) and one hundred 

7. Petroleum oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, or products of mineral oil origin, in 
amounts that will cause Interference or Pass Through; 

twenty 
(120) degrees F; 

8. Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors, or fumes within the 
POTW in a quantity that may cause acute worker health and safety problems; 

9. Trucked or  h auled pol lutants, e xcept a t di scharge poi nts de signated b y the 
Superintendent in accordance with Section 3.4 of this Rule; 

10. Noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, solids, or other wastewater which, either 
singly or by interaction with other wastes, are sufficient to create a public nuisance 
or a hazard to life, or to prevent entry into the sewers for maintenance or repair; 

11. Wastewater w hich imparts col or w hich c annot be  r emoved b y t he t reatment 
process, such as, but not limited to, dye wastes and vegetable tanning solutions, 
which c onsequently imparts c olor t o t he t reatment pl ant’s e ffluent, t hereby 
violating Holmes County’s NPDES permit; 

12. Wastewater containing any radioactive wastes or isotopes except in compliance 
with applicable State or Federal regulations; 

13. Storm Water, surface w ater, ground water, artesian w ell w ater, r oof runoff, 
subsurface drainage, swimming pool drainage, condensate, deionized water, Non-
contact Cooling Water, and unpolluted wastewater, unless specifically authorized 
by the Superintendent; 

14. Sludges, screenings, or other residues from the pretreatment of industrial wastes;  
15. Medical Wastes, except as specifically authorized by the Superintendent in an 

individual wastewater discharge permit; 
16. Wastewater causing, a lone or  in conjunction with other sources, the t reatment 

plant’s effluent to fail toxicity test; 
17. Detergents, surface-active a gents, or  ot her s ubstances w hich that mig ht cause 

excessive foaming in the POTW;  
18. Any wastewater cont aining con centrations ex ceeding ba ckground levels of  

pollutants, for which local limit domestic monitoring has been conducted, unless 
otherwise specified in a wastewater discharge permit. 

C. The removal of manhole lids, or other access to the sewer system which discharges to 
any Holmes County wastewater treatment facility for the purpose of discharging wastes 
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at times and/or locations other than those designated by the Superintendent, or without 
the expressed permission of the Superintendent, shall be considered a violation and shall 
be subject to enforcement action including fines and penalties allowed under Sections 9 
and 10 of this Rule. 

 
Pollutants, substances, or wastewater prohibited by this Section shall not be processed or 
stored in such a manner that they could be discharged to the POTW. 
 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing any special agreement or 
arrangement between the county and any user of the POTW whereby wastewater of 
unusual strength or character is discharged into the system.  No agreement shall be 
made which violates any state or federal standards or requirements including 
categorical pretreatment standards. 

 
2.4 National Categorical Pretreatment Standards 
 

Users must comply with the categorical Pretreatment Standards found at 40 CFR Chapter I, 
Subchapter N, Parts 405–471.  

 
2.5 State Pretreatment Standards 
 

State pretreatment standards located at OAC 3745-3 and OAC 3745-36 shall be met by all 
discharges which are s ubject t o t hose s tandards in a ny i nstance i n w hich t hey a re m ore 
stringent than federal requirements and limitations or those in this or any other applicable 
Rule. 

 
2.6 Local Limits 
 

A. The Superintendent is authorized to establish Local Limits pursuant to 40 CFR 
403.5(c).  Such limits shall be specified in the industrial users’ waste discharge 
permit.  

B. All other industrial users of the POTW may not discharge above generally accepted 
domestic levels without receiving a wastewater discharge permit.  Discharge permits 
shall impose maximum discharge concentration limits or mass based limits where 
appropriate.  Local requirements and limitations on discharges to the POTW shall be 
met by all dischargers subject to those standards in any instance in which they are 
more stringent than federal or state requirements and limitations. 

 
2.7 Holmes County’s Right of Revision 
 

Holmes C ounty reserves the  r ight to establish, b y Rule more s tringent Standards or  
Requirements on discharges to the POTW consistent with the purpose of this Rule. 
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2.8 Dilution 
 

No User shall ev er i ncrease t he us e o f pr ocess water, or i n any way attempt t o dilute a 
discharge, as a partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve compliance 
with a discharge limitation unless expressly authorized by an applicable Pretreatment Standard 
or Requirement.   
 

2.9 Responsibility for Maintenance and Repair of Sanitary Sewer Lateral Service Line 
 
Any customer s erved by a s anitary s ewer l ateral s ervice l ine s hall be  r esponsible for 
maintenance and repair of the same as follows: 
 
A. In those instances where the sanitary sewer main is located in the street right of way, 

such customer shall be responsible for repair of the sanitary sewer lateral service line 
from the sanitary sewer main to the building to which such service line is connected. 

B. The County may, under unusual circumstances as contained in the rules and regulations 
promulgated by the County, participate in the cost of the replacement of such sanitary 
sewer lateral service line.   

 
2.10 Authority for Control of Wastewater Discharges 
 
If any waters or wastes are discharged or are proposed to be discharged to the public sewers which 
contain the substances or possess the characteristics enumerated in Section 2.1 t hrough 2.7, and 
which in the judgment of the Superintendent may have a deleterious effect upon the wastewater 
facilities, processes, equipment, or receiving waters, including violation of applicable water quality 
standards, or w hich otherwise c reate a h azard t o life or  con stitute a  publ ic nui sance, t he 
Superintendent may: 
 
 A. Reject the waste, or 
 B. Require pretreatment to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers, 
 C. Require control over the quantities and rates of discharge, and/or 
 D. Require payment to cover the additional cost of handling and treating the wastes under 

the provisions of most current Holmes County Sewer and Water Rate Ordinance. 
 
If t he S uperintendent pe rmits or  r equires pr etreatment or  e qualization of  w aste f lows, or t he 
installation and operation of wastewater sampling or flow monitoring equipment, the design and 
installation of the plants and equipment shall be subject to the prior review and approval of the 
Superintendent and the Ohio EPA and subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, rules, and 
laws.  When such facilities are provided, they shall be operated and maintained in satisfactory and 
effective condition by the permitted user at his expense.  The permitted user will be responsible for 
all costs and associated fees; including; but not limited to sampling and lab costs.  
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SECTION 3 - PRETREATMENT OF WASTEWATER 
 
3.1 Pretreatment Facilities 
 

Users shall provide wastewater treatment as necessary to comply with this Rule and shall 
achieve com pliance w ith all cat egorical Pretreatment Standards, Local Limits, and the 
prohibitions set out in Section 2.3 of this Rule within the time limitations specified by EPA, 
the State, or the Superintendent, whichever is more stringent.  Any facilities necessary for 
compliance shall be provided, operated, and maintained at the User’s expense.  Detailed plans 
describing such facilities and operating procedures shall be submitted to the Superintendent for 
review, and shall be acceptable to the Superintendent before such facilities are constructed.  
The review of such plans and operating procedures shall in no way relieve the User from the 
responsibility of modifying such facilities as necessary to produce a discharge acceptable to 
Holmes County under the provisions of this Rule. 

 
3.2 Additional Pretreatment Measures 
 

A. Whenever deemed necessary, the Superintendent may r equire Users to restrict the ir 
discharge during peak flow periods, designate that certain wastewater be discharged only 
into specific sewers, relocate and/or consolidate points of discharge, separate sewage 
wastestreams f rom i ndustrial w astestreams, a nd s uch ot her c onditions as m ay be  
necessary t o protect t he P OTW and determine t he User’s c ompliance w ith the 
requirements of this Rule. 

B. The Superintendent may require any person discharging into the POTW to install and 
maintain, on t heir property and at their expense, a  suitable s torage and f low-control 
facility to ensure equalization of flow.   

C. Grease, oi l, a nd s and i nterceptors s hall be  pr ovided w hen, i n t he opi nion of  the 
Superintendent, they are necessary for the proper handling of wastewater containing 
excessive amounts of grease and oil, or sand; except that such interceptors shall not be 
required for residential users.  All interception units shall be of a type, capacity and shall 
function as required and shall be approved by the Superintendent and shall be so located 
to be easily accessible for cleaning and inspection.  Such interceptors shall be inspected, 
cleaned, and repaired by the User at their expense.  

D. Users with the potential to discharge flammable substances may be required to install 
and maintain an approved combustible gas detection meter. 

 
3.3 Accidental Discharge/Slug Discharge Control Plans 
 

A. The Superintendent shall evaluate whether each User needs an accidental discharge/slug 
discharge control plan or other action to control Slug Discharges.  The Superintendent 
may require any User to develop, submit for approval, and implement such a plan or take 
such other action that may be necessary to control Slug Discharges.   
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3.4 Hauled Wastewater 
 

A. Septic t ank waste may be introduced into the POTW only a t locations designed for 
accepting hauled waste and designated by the Superintendent, and at such times as are 
established by the Superintendent.  Such waste shall not violate Section 2 of this Rule or 
any other requirements established by Holmes County.  The Superintendent may collect 
samples of  e ach ha uled load to ensure com pliance w ith applicable S tandards.  The 
Superintendent may require septic tank waste haulers to obtain individual or general 
wastewater discharge permits. 

B. The Superintendent may require the generators or haulers of industrial waste to obtain  
general wastewater di scharge pe rmits.  The S uperintendent also may prohibit t he 
disposal of hauled industrial waste.  The discharge of hauled industrial waste is subject to 
all other requirements of this Rule. 

 
SECTION 4 - WASTEWATER APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS  
 
4.1 Permits Required 
 

A. The property owner shall secure all necessary permits (and pay all required fees) from 
the C ounty f or a ll s anitary s ewer c onnections, e xtensions or  a ny construction t hat 
involves sanitary sewer facilities which will become part of or connect to the System. 

B. The issuance of a connection permit by the County does not relieve the permit holder of 
the responsibility of securing permits from other governing agencies. 

C. Permits shall be available on site at all times when work is in progress and should be 
presented upon request to an authorized representative of the System. 

D. Permission to begin the use of newly constructed sewer lines will not be granted until 
acceptance, approval and final inspection of the facility by the County. 

 
4.2 Permit to Connect to the System 
 

A. A Permit to Connect shall be required any time a new connection is made to the System. 
 A permit form is available from the Holmes County Sewer District. 

B. Permits shall be signed by the property owner and the installer who is approved and 
registered to connect to the System.  The permit shall constitute a contract by which the 
property owner and installer agree to abide by all Rules and Regulations. 

 
4.3 Application for Sewer Service 
 

An application for sewer service must be made any time a new connection is requested or there 
is a change in property owner or person responsible for payment.  This application is available 
from the  Holmes County Environmental Management District.  It mus t be  s igned by the  
property owner who will be liable for all charges arising from bill for service supplied, repairs, 
damages or for any other responsibility stated in these Rules and Regulations. 
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4.4 Wastewater Discharge Permitting: General Permits  
 

A. At the discretion of the Superintendent, the Superintendent may use general permits to 
control discharges to the POTW if the following conditions are met.  All facilities to be 
covered by a general permit must: 
1. Involve the same or substantially similar types of operations; 
2. Discharge the same types of wastes; 
3. Require the same effluent limitations;  
4. Require the same or similar monitoring; and  
5. In the opinion of the Superintendent, are more appropriately controlled under a 

general permit than under individual wastewater discharge permits.  
B. To be covered by the general permit, the User must file a written request for coverage 

that i dentifies i ts c ontact i nformation, pr oduction pr ocesses, t he t ypes of  w astes 
generated, the location for monitoring all wastes covered by the general permit, and any 
other information the POTW deems appropriate.   

C. The Superintendent will retain a copy of the general permit, documentation to support 
the POTW’s determination that a specific User meets the criteria in Section 4.4 A(1) to 
(5) and a pplicable S tate r egulations, a nd a  c opy of t he U ser’s w ritten r equest f or 
coverage for three (3) years after the expiration of the general permit.  

D. The Superintendent may not control a User through a general permit where the facility is 
subject t o pr oduction-based categorical P retreatment S tandards or  cat egorical 
Pretreatment Standards expressed as mass of pollutant discharged per day or for Users 
whose l imits a re ba sed on t he C ombined W astestream F ormula or N et/Gross 
calculations. 

 
4.5 Application Signatories and Certifications 
 

A. All wastewater discharge permit applications, User reports and certification statements 
must be signed by an Authorized Representative of the User.  

B. If t he de signation of  a n A uthorized R epresentative i s no longer accur ate be cause a  
different individual or position has responsibility for the overall operation of the facility 
or ove rall r esponsibility for e nvironmental m atters f or t he c ompany, a  n ew written 
authorization satisfying the r equirements o f thi s Section must be  s ubmitted to the 
Superintendent prior t o or t ogether with any r eports t o be s igned b y an Authorized 
Representative. 

 
 
SECTION 5 - WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PERMIT ISSUANCE  
 
5.1 Wastewater Discharge Permit Contents 
 

A wastewater di scharge pe rmit s hall i nclude s uch conditions as  are de emed reasonably 
necessary by the Superintendent to prevent Pass Through or Interference, protect the quality of 
the water body receiving the tr eatment plant’s e ffluent, protect worker health and safety, 
facilitate sludge management and disposal, and protect against damage to the POTW. 
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5.2 Individual and General Wastewater Discharge Permit Transfer 
 

Wastewater di scharge permits may be  t ransferred to a new owner or  op erator onl y i f the 
permittee gives a t le ast sixty (60) days advance not ice t o the S uperintendent and the 
Superintendent approves t he w astewater di scharge pe rmit t ransfer.  T he not ice to the 
Superintendent must include a written certification by the new owner or operator which: 

 
A. States t hat t he ne w ow ner a nd/or ope rator ha s no i mmediate i ntent to c hange t he 

facility’s operations and processes; 
B. Identifies the specific date on which the transfer is to occur; and 
C. Acknowledges full responsibility for complying with the existing wastewater discharge 

permit. 
 

Failure to provide advance notice of a transfer renders the wastewater discharge permit void as 
of the date of facility transfer. 

 
5.3 Individual and General Wastewater Discharge Permit Revocation 
 

The Superintendent may revoke a wastewater discharge permit for good cause, including, but 
not limited to, the following reasons: 

 
A. Failure to notify the Superintendent of significant changes to the wastewater prior to the 

changed discharge; 
B. Failure to provide prior notification to the Superintendent of changed conditions pursuant 

to Section 6.2 of this Rule; 
C. Misrepresentation or f ailure t o fully di sclose al l r elevant f acts i n the w astewater 

discharge permit application; 
D. Falsifying self-monitoring reports and certification statements; 
E. Tampering with monitoring equipment; 
F. Refusing to allow the Superintendent timely access to the facility premises and records; 
G. Failure to meet effluent limitations; 
H. Failure to pay fines; 
I. Failure to pay sewer charges; 
J. Failure to meet compliance schedules; 
K. Failure to complete a wastewater survey or the wastewater discharge permit application; 
L. Failure to provide advance notice of the transfer of business ownership of a permitted 

facility; or 
M. Violation of any Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, or any terms of the wastewater 

discharge permit or this Rule. 
 

Wastewater discharge permits shall be voidable upon cessation of operations or transfer of 
business ownership.  A ll wastewater discharge permits issued to a User are void upon t he 
issuance of a new wastewater discharge permit to that User. 

 



19 

5.4 Wastewater Discharge Permit Reissuance 
 

A User with an expiring wastewater discharge permit shall apply for wastewater discharge 
permit re-issuance by submitting a complete permit application, in accordance with Section 4.4 
of this Rule, a minimum of ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the User’s existing 
wastewater discharge permit. 

 
SECTION 6 - REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
6.1 Periodic Compliance Reports 
 

A. All permitted Users must, a t a  f requency determined b y the Superintendent, submit 
reports i ndicating the na ture, concentration of pol lutants i n the di scharge which a re 
limited by a permit and the measured or estimated average and maximum daily flows for 
the reporting period.   

B. All periodic compliance reports must be signed by an Authorized Representative of the 
User. 

C. All wastewater samples must be representative of the User’s discharge.  Wastewater 
monitoring and flow measurement facilities shall be properly operated, kept clean, and 
maintained i n good w orking or der at a ll t imes.  T he f ailure of  a  User to ke ep i ts 
monitoring facility in good working order shall not be grounds for the User to claim that 
sample results are unrepresentative of its discharge.   

 
6.2 Reports of Changed Conditions 
 

Each User must notify the Superintendent of any significant changes to the User’s operations 
or system which might alter the nature, quality, or volume of its wastewater at least thirty (30) 
days before the change.  
 

6.3 Reports of Potential Problems 
 

A. In t he case of  a ny di scharge, i ncluding, but  no t l imited t o, a ccidental di scharges, 
discharges of a non-routine, episodic nature, a non-customary batch discharge, a Slug 
Discharge or Slug Load, that might cause potential problems for the POTW, the User 
shall imme diately t elephone a nd notify the S uperintendent of t he i ncident.  T his 
notification shall include the location of the discharge, type of waste, concentration and 
volume, if known, and corrective actions taken by the User. 

B. Within f ive (5) days following such discharge, the User shall, unless waived by the 
Superintendent, submit a detailed written report describing the cause(s) of the discharge 
and the measures to be taken by the User to prevent similar future occurrences.  Such 
notification shall not relieve the User of any expense, loss, damage, or other liability 
which might be incurred as a result of damage to the POTW, natural resources, or any 
other damage to person or property; nor shall such notification relieve the User of any 
fines, penalties, or other liability which may be imposed pursuant to this Rule. 

C. A notice shall be permanently posted on the User’s bulletin board or other prominent 
place advising employees who to call in the event of a discharge described in paragraph 
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A, above.  Employers shall ensure that all employees, who could cause such a discharge 
to occur, are advised of the emergency notification procedure. 

D. Significant Industrial Users are required to notify the Superintendent immediately of any 
changes at its facility affecting the potential for a Slug Discharge.  

 
6.4 Analytical Requirements 
 

All pollutant analyses, including sampling techniques, to be submitted as part of a wastewater 
discharge permit application or report shall be performed in accordance with the techniques 
prescribed in 40 C FR Part 136 a nd amendments thereto, unless otherwise specified in an 
applicable categorical Pretreatment Standard.  If 40 CFR Part 136 does not contain sampling or 
analytical techniques for the pollutant in question, or where the EPA determines that the Part 
136 s ampling a nd analytical t echniques a re i nappropriate f or t he pol lutant i n que stion, 
sampling and analyses shall be performed by using validated analytical methods or any other 
applicable s ampling a nd a nalytical pr ocedures, i ncluding pr ocedures s uggested b y t he 
Superintendent or other parties approved by EPA. 

 
6.5 Sample Collection 
 

Samples collected to satisfy reporting requirements must be based on data obtained through 
appropriate sampling and analysis performed during the period covered by the report, based on 
data that is representative of conditions occurring during the reporting period.   
A. Except as indicated in Section B C below, the User must collect wastewater samples 

using 24 -hour f low-proportional c omposite s ampling t echniques, unl ess 
time-proportional c omposite s ampling or  gr ab s ampling i s a uthorized b y the 
Superintendent.  Where time -proportional c omposite s ampling or  g rab sampling is  
authorized by Holmes County, the samples must be representative of  the discharge.  
Using protocols (including appropriate preservation) specified in 40 CFR Part 136 and 
appropriate EPA guidance, multiple grab samples collected during a 24-hour period may 
be composited prior to the analysis as follows: for cyanide, total phenols, and sulfides the 
samples may be composited in the laboratory or in the field; for volatile organics and oil 
and grease, the samples may be composited in the laboratory. Composite samples for 
other parameters unaffected by the compositing procedures as documented in approved 
EPA methodologies may be authorized by Holmes County, as appropriate. In addition, 
grab samples may be required to show compliance with Instantaneous Limits. 

B. Samples for oil and grease, temperature, pH, cyanide, total phenols, sulfides, and volatile 
organic compounds must be obtained using grab collection techniques. 

 
6.6 Date of Receipt of Reports 
 

Written reports will be deemed to have been submitted on the date postmarked.  For reports, 
which are not mailed, postage prepaid, into a mail facility serviced by the United States Postal 
Service, the date of receipt of the report shall govern. 
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6.7 Recordkeeping 
 

Users subject to the reporting requirements of this Rule shall retain, and make available for 
inspection a nd copying, a ll r ecords of  i nformation obt ained pu rsuant t o a ny m onitoring 
activities required by this Rule, any additional records of information obtained pursuant to 
monitoring a ctivities unde rtaken b y t he User independent of  s uch r equirements, a nd 
documentation associated with Best Management Practices established under Section 1.4 E.  
Records shall include the date, exact place, method, and time of sampling, and the name of the 
person(s) taking the samples; the dates analyses were performed; who performed the analyses; 
the analytical techniques or methods used; and the results of such analyses.  These records 
shall r emain available f or a  pe riod of  at le ast thr ee ( 3) years.  T his pe riod s hall be  
automatically extended for the  dur ation of any litigation concerning th e User or Holmes 
County, or where the User has been specifically notified of a longer retention period by the 
Superintendent.   

 
SECTION 7 - COMPLIANCE MONITORING 
 
7.1 Right of Entry:  Inspection and Sampling 
 

The Superintendent shall have the right to enter the premises of any User to determine whether 
the User is complying with all requirements of this Rule and any wastewater discharge permit 
or order issued hereunder.  Users shall allow the Superintendent ready access to all parts of the 
premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, records examination and copying, and the 
performance of any additional duties. 

 
A. Where a User has security measures in force which require proper identification and 

clearance before entry into its premises, the User shall make necessary arrangements 
with i ts s ecurity guards s o t hat, upon  pr esentation of  s uitable identification, the 
Superintendent shall be permitted to enter without delay for the purposes of performing 
specific responsibilities. 

B. The Superintendent shall have the r ight to set up on t he User’s property, or  require 
installation of, such devices as are necessary to conduct sampling and/or metering of the 
User’s ope rations.  The us er w ill be  r esponsible f or al l cos ts and associated fees; 
including; but not limited to sampling and lab costs.  

C. The Superintendent may require the User to install monitoring equipment as necessary.  
The facility’s sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all times in a 
safe and proper operating condition by the User at its own expense.  All devices used to 
measure wastewater f low and quality shall be calibrated at least annually and at the 
User’s own expense to ensure their accuracy. 

D. Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the facility to be 
inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by the User at the written or verbal 
request of  the Superintendent and shall not  be replaced.  T he costs of  clearing such 
access shall be born by the User. 

E. Unreasonable delays in allowing the Superintendent access to the User’s premises shall 
be a violation of this Rule. 
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7.2 Search Warrants 
 

If the Superintendent has been refused access to a building, structure, or property, or any part 
thereof, and is able to demonstrate probable cause to believe that there may be a violation of 
this Rule, or that there is a need to inspect and/or sample as part of a routine inspection and 
sampling program of Holmes County designed to verify compliance with this Rule or any 
permit or order issued hereunder, or to protect the overall public health, safety and welfare of 
the community, the Superintendent may seek issuance of a search warrant from the Holmes 
County Court of Common Pleas. 

 
SECTION 8 - CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 

Information and data on a User obtained from reports, surveys, wastewater discharge permit 
applications, individual wastewater di scharge p ermits, general pe rmits, and m onitoring 
programs, and from the Superintendent’s inspection and sampling activities, shall be available 
to t he publ ic w ithout r estriction, unl ess t he User specifically r equests, and is abl e t o 
demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Superintendent, that the release of  such information 
would divulge information, processes, or methods of production entitled to protection as trade 
secrets unde r appl icable S tate l aw.  A ny s uch request m ust be  as serted at t he t ime o f 
submission of  t he i nformation or  da ta.  W hen requested a nd d emonstrated b y t he User 
furnishing a report that such information should be held confidential, the portions of a report 
which might di sclose t rade s ecrets or  s ecret pr ocesses s hall not  be  m ade ava ilable for 
inspection b y the publ ic, but  s hall be  m ade available i mmediately upon r equest t o 
governmental agencies for uses related to the NPDES program or pretreatment program, and in 
enforcement proceedings involving the person furnishing the report.  Wastewater constituents 
and characteristics and other effluent data, as defined at 40 CFR 2.302 shall not be recognized 
as confidential information and shall be available to the public without restriction. 

 
SECTION 9 - ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES 
 
9.1 Notification of Violation 
 

When the Superintendent finds that a User has violated, or continues to violate, any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations, a general pe rmit or order i ssued he reunder, or  any other 
Requirement, the Superintendent may serve upon that User a written Notice of Violation.  
Within fourteen (14) days of the receipt of such notice, an explanation of the violation and a 
plan for the satisfactory correction and prevention thereof, to include specific required actions, 
shall be submitted by the User to the Superintendent.  Submission of such a plan in no way 
relieves the User of liability for any violations occurring before or after receipt of the Notice of 
Violation.  Nothing in this Section shall limit the authority of the Superintendent to take any 
action, including emergency actions or any other enforcement action, without first issuing a 
Notice of Violation. 
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9.2 Consent Orders 
 

The Superintendent may enter into Consent Orders, assurances of compliance, or other similar 
documents establishing an agreement with any User responsible for noncompliance. Such 
documents shall include specific action to be taken by the User to correct the noncompliance 
within a time period specified by the document.  Such documents shall have the same force 
and effect as the administrative orders issued pursuant to Sections 9.4 and 9.5 of these Rules 
and Regulations and shall be judicially enforceable. 

 
9.3 Show Cause Hearing 
 

The Superintendent may order a User which has violated, or continues to violate, any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations, a wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or 
any other Requirement, to appear before the Superintendent and show cause why the proposed 
enforcement action should not be taken.  Notice shall be served on the User specifying the time 
and place for the meeting, the proposed enforcement action, the reasons for such action, and a 
request that the User show cause why the proposed enforcement action should not be taken.  
The notice of the meeting shall be served personally or by registered or certified mail (return 
receipt requested) at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  Such notice may be served on any 
Authorized Representative of the User as defined in Section 1.4 C and required by Section 4.2. 
 A show cause hearing shall not be a bar against, or prerequisite for, taking any other action 
against the User. 

 
9.4 Compliance Orders 
 

When the Superintendent finds that a User has violated, or continues to violate, any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations, a wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or 
any other Requirement, the Superintendent may issue an order to the User responsible for the 
discharge directing that the User come into compliance within a specified time.  If the User 
does not come into compliance within the time provided, sewer service may be discontinued 
unless adequate treatment facilities, devices, or other related appurtenances are installed and 
properly operated.  C ompliance orders also may contain other requirements to address the 
noncompliance, including additional self-monitoring and management practices designed to 
minimize the amount of pollutants discharged to the sewer.  A compliance order may not 
extend the deadline for compliance established for a Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, 
nor does a com pliance o rder relieve the User of liability for any violation, including any 
continuing vi olation.  Issuance of  a c ompliance or der s hall not  be  a  b ar a gainst, or  a 
prerequisite for, taking any other action against the User. 

 
9.5 Cease and Desist Orders 
 

When the Superintendent finds that a User has violated, or continues to violate, any provision 
of these Rules and Regulations, a wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or 
any other Requirement, or that the User’s past violations are likely to recur, the Superintendent 
may issue an order to the User directing it to cease and desist all such violations and directing 
the User to: 



24 

A. Immediately comply with all requirements; and 
B. Take s uch a ppropriate r emedial or  pr eventive a ction a s m ay be  ne eded t o pr operly 

address a con tinuing or  t hreatened vi olation, i ncluding h alting op erations a nd/or 
terminating the discharge.  Issuance of a cease and desist order shall not be a bar against, 
or a prerequisite for, taking any other action against the User. 

 
9.6 Administrative Fines 
 

A. When the Superintendent finds that a User has violated, or continues to violate, any 
provision of these Rules and Regulations, a wastewater discharge permit, or order issued 
hereunder, or  a ny ot her Requirement, the S uperintendent may f ine s uch User in a n 
amount not to exceed $10,000, pursuant to R.C. 6111.07.  Such fines shall be assessed on 
a pe r-violation, pe r-day basis.  In t he case o f m onthly or  ot her l ong-term ave rage 
discharge limits, fines shall be assessed for each day during the period of violation. 

B. Unpaid c harges, f ines, a nd pe nalties s hall, a fter 30 calendar days, be as sessed an 
additional penalty of ten percent (10%) of the unpaid balance, and interest shall accrue 
thereafter at a rate of ten percent (10%) per month.  A lien against the User’s property 
shall be sought for unpaid charges, fines, and penalties. 

C. Users desiring to dispute such fines must file a written request for the Superintendent to 
reconsider the fine along with full payment of the fine amount within ten (10) days of 
being notified of the fine.  Where a request has merit, the Superintendent may convene a 
hearing on the matter.  In the event the User’s appeal is successful, the payment, together 
with any interest accruing thereto, shall be returned to the User.  The Superintendent may 
add the costs of preparing administrative enforcement actions, such as notices and orders, 
to the fine. 

D. Issuance of an administrative fine shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking 
any other action against the User. 

 
9.7 Emergency Suspensions 
 

The Superintendent may immediately suspend a User’s discharge, after informal notice to the 
User, whenever such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or threatened discharge, which 
reasonably appears to present, or cause an imminent or substantial endangerment to the health 
or welfare of persons.  The Superintendent may also immediately suspend a User’s discharge, 
after notice and opportunity to respond, that threatens to interfere with the operation of the 
POTW, or which presents, or may present, an endangerment to the environment. 

 
A. Any User notified of a suspension of its discharge shall immediately stop or eliminate its 

contribution.  In the event of a User’s failure to immediately comply voluntarily with the 
suspension or der, the Superintendent may t ake s uch steps as  de emed ne cessary, 
including immediate severance of the sewer connection, to prevent or minimize damage 
to t he P OTW, i ts r eceiving s tream, or  endangerment t o a ny i ndividuals.  The 
Superintendent may allow the User to recommence i ts discharge when the User has 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Superintendent that the period of endangerment 
has passed, unless the termination proceedings in Section 9.8 of this Rule are initiated 
against the User. 
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B. A User that is responsible, in whole or in part, for any discharge presenting imminent 
endangerment shall submit a detailed written statement, describing the causes of the 
harmful contribution and the measures taken to prevent any future occurrence, to the 
Superintendent prior to the date of any show cause or termination hearing under Sections 
9.3 or 9.8 of these Rules and Regulations. 

 
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted as requiring a hearing prior to any Emergency 
Suspension under this Section. 

 
9.8 Termination of Discharge 
 

In addition to the provisions in Section 5.3 of this Rule, any User who violates the following 
conditions is subject to discharge termination: 
A. Violation of wastewater discharge permit conditions; 
B. Failure t o accurately r eport t he w astewater co nstituents and characteristics of  i ts 

discharge; 
C. Failure to report significant changes in operations or wastewater volume, constituents, 

and characteristics prior to discharge; 
D. Refusal of  r easonable a ccess t o the User’s pr emises f or t he pur pose of i nspection, 

monitoring, or sampling; or 
E. Violation of the Standards in Section 2 of this Rule. 

Such User will be notified of the proposed termination of its discharge and be offered an 
opportunity to show cause under Section 9.3 of these Rules and Regulations why the 
proposed action should not be taken.  Exercise of this option by the Superintendent shall 
not be a bar to, or a prerequisite for, taking any other action against the User. 

 
SECTION 10 - JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT REMEDIES 
 
10.1 Injunctive Relief 
 

When the Superintendent finds that a User has violated, or continues to violate, any provision 
of this Rule, a wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other Standard 
or Requirement, the Superintendent may petition the Court through Holmes County’s Attorney 
for the issuance of a temporary or permanent injunction, as appropriate, which restrains or 
compels t he s pecific pe rformance o f t he w astewater di scharge pe rmit, or der, or  ot her 
requirement imposed by this Rule on activities of the User.  The Superintendent may also seek 
such other action as is appropriate for legal and/or equitable relief, including a requirement for 
the User to conduct environmental remediation.  A petition for injunctive relief shall not be a 
bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any other action against a User. 

 
10.2 Civil Penalties 
 

A. A User who h as vi olated, or  c ontinues t o vi olate, a ny pr ovision of  t his Rule, a  
wastewater di scharge pe rmit, or  or der i ssued he reunder, or  a ny ot her Standard or  
Requirement shall be liable to Holmes County for a maximum civil penalty of $10,000 
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per violation, per day.  In the case of a monthly or other long-term average discharge 
limit, penalties shall accrue for each day during the period of the violation. 

B. The S uperintendent may recover r easonable at torneys’ fees, c ourt costs, a nd ot her 
expenses associated with enforcement activities, including sampling and monitoring 
expenses, and the cost of any actual damages incurred by Holmes County. 

C. In determining the amount of civil liability, the Court shall take into account all relevant 
circumstances, including, but not limited to, the extent of harm caused by the violation, 
the magnitude and duration of the violation, any economic benefit gained through the 
User’s violation, corrective actions by the User, the compliance history of the User, and 
any other factor as justice requires. 

D. Filing a suit for civil penalties shall not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any 
other action against a User. 

 
10.3 Criminal Prosecution 
 

A. A User who willfully or negligently violates any provision of this Rule, a wastewater 
discharge permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other Standard or Requirement shall, 
upon conviction, be punished according to all applicable state and federal laws.  

B. A User who willfully or negligently introduces any substance into the POTW which 
causes personal injury or property damage shall, upon conviction, be punished according 
to all applicable state and federal law.   

C. A User who knowingly makes any false statements, representations, or certifications in 
any application, record, report, plan, or  other documentation f iled, or  required to be 
maintained, pur suant t o t his Rule, wastewater discharge pe rmit, or or der i ssued 
hereunder, or  w ho f alsifies, tampers w ith, or  know ingly r enders i naccurate a ny 
monitoring de vice or  m ethod r equired unde r t his Rule shall, upon c onviction, be  
punished according to all applicable state and federal law.   

 
10.4 Remedies Nonexclusive 
 

The remedies provided for in this Rule are not exclusive.  The Superintendent may take any, 
all, or any combination of these actions against a noncompliant User.   

 
SECTION 11 - SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
 
11.1 Penalties for Late Reports 
 

A. Penalty of $1,000 shall be assessed to any User for each day that a report required by this 
Rule, a permit or order issued hereunder is late; beginning five days after the date the 
report is due.  Actions taken by the Superintendent to collect late reporting penalties shall 
not limit the Superintendent’s authority to initiate other enforcement actions that may 
include penalties for late reporting violations.  
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11.2 Performance Bonds 
 

The Superintendent may decline to issue or reissue a wastewater discharge permit to any User 
who has failed to comply with any provision of this Rule, a previous wastewater discharge 
permit, or order issued hereunder, or any other Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, unless 
such User first files a satisfactory bond, payable to Holmes County, in a sum not to exceed a 
value determined by the Superintendent to be necessary to achieve consistent compliance. 

 
11.3 Liability Insurance 
 

The Superintendent may decline to issue or reissue a wastewater discharge to any User who 
has failed to comply with any provision of this Rule, a previous wastewater discharge permit, 
or order issued hereunder, or any other Pretreatment Standard or Requirement, unless the User 
first submits proof t hat i t has obt ained f inancial assurances sufficient t o r estore or  r epair 
damage to the POTW caused by its discharge. 

 
11.4 Payment of Outstanding Fees and Penalties 
 

The Superintendent may decline to issue or reissue a wastewater discharge permit to any User 
who has f ailed to pa y any outstanding fees, fines or  penalties incurred as a  result of  any 
provision of this Rule, a previous wastewater discharge permit, or order issued hereunder. 

 
11.5 Water Supply Severance 
 

Whenever a User has violated or continues to violate any provision of this Rule, a wastewater 
discharge pe rmit, or  or der i ssued he reunder, or an y other Pretreatment Standard or  
Requirement, water service to the User may be severed.  Service will recommence, at the 
User’s expense, only after the User has satisfactorily demonstrated its ability to comply. 

 
11.6 Public Nuisances 
 

A violation of  any provision of  this Rule, a wastewater di scharge permit, or order issued 
hereunder, or any other Pretreatment Standard or Requirement is hereby declared a public 
nuisance and shall be corrected or abated as directed by the Superintendent.  Any person(s) 
creating a public nuisance shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the Ohio Revised 
Code governing such nuisances, including reimbursing Holmes County for any costs incurred 
in removing, abating, or remedying said nuisance. 

 
SECTION 12 - AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES TO DISCHARGE VIOLATIONS  
 
12.1 Upset 
 

A. For the purposes of this Section, upset means an exceptional incident in which there is 
unintentional and temporary noncompliance with Pretreatment Standards because of  
factors b eyond t he r easonable c ontrol o f t he User.  An ups et do es not i nclude 
noncompliance to the extent caused by operational error, improperly designed treatment 
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facilities, inadequate treatment facilities, lack of preventive maintenance, or careless or 
improper operation. 

B. An upset shall constitute an affirmative defense to an action brought for noncompliance 
with Pretreatment Standards if the requirements of paragraph (C), below, are met. 

C. A User who wishes t o e stablish t he a ffirmative defense of  ups et shall d emonstrate, 
through properly signed, contemporaneous operating logs, or other relevant evidence 
that: 
1. An upset occurred and the User can identify the cause(s) of the upset;  
2. The facility was at the time being operated in a prudent and workman-like manner 

and in compliance with applicable operation and maintenance procedures; and 
3. The User has submitted the following information to the Superintendent within 

twenty-four ( 24) hour s of be coming a ware of  t he ups et, if thi s information is 
provided orally, a written submission must be provided within five (5) days: 
a. A description of the indirect discharge and cause of noncompliance; 
b. The pe riod of  non compliance, i ncluding e xact d ates a nd t imes or , i f not  

corrected, the anticipated time the noncompliance is expected to continue; 
and 

c. Steps being taken and/or planned to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence 
of the noncompliance. 

 
D. In any enforcement proceeding, the User seeking to establish the occurrence of an upset 

shall have the burden of proof. 
E. Users shall have the opportunity for a judicial determination on any claim of upset only 

in a n e nforcement a ction br ought f or nonc ompliance w ith c ategorical Pretreatment 
Standards. 

F. Users s hall c ontrol pr oduction of  a ll di scharges to t he e xtent ne cessary t o m aintain 
compliance with categorical Pretreatment Standards upon reduction, loss, or failure of its 
treatment facility until the facility is restored or an alternative method of treatment is 
provided.  T his r equirement applies i n t he s ituation where, among other t hings, the 
primary source of power of the treatment facility is reduced, lost, or fails. 

 
12.2 Prohibited Discharge Standards 
 

A. User shall have an affirmative defense to an enforcement action brought against it for 
noncompliance with t he ge neral p rohibitions in Section 2. 3(A) of  t his Rule or t he 
specific prohibitions in Sections 2.3(B) of this Rule if it can prove that it did not know, 
or have reason to know, that its discharge, alone or in conjunction with discharges from 
other sources, would cause Pass Through or Interference and that either: 

  1. A Local Limit exists for each pollutant discharged and the User was in compliance 
   with each limit directly prior to, and during, the Pass Through or Interference; or 

  2. No Local Limit exists, but the discharge did not change substantially in nature or 
constituents from the User’s prior discharge when Holmes County was regularly in 
compliance w ith its N PDES pe rmit, and in the c ase of  Interference, was i n 
compliance with applicable sludge use or disposal requirements. 
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12.3 Bypass 
 

A. For the purposes of this Section, 
1. Bypass means the intentional diversion of  wastestreams from any portion of  a  

User’s treatment facility. 
2. Severe property damage means substantial physical damage to property, damage to 

the treatment facilities which causes them to become inoperable, or substantial and 
permanent loss of natural resources which can reasonably be expected to occur in 
the absence of a bypass.  Severe property damage does not mean economic loss 
caused by delays in production. 

B. A User may allow any bypass to occur which does not cause Pretreatment Standards or 
Requirements to be violated, but only if it also is for essential maintenance to assure 
efficient operation.  These bypasses are not subject to the provision of paragraphs (C) 
and (D) of this Section. 

C. Bypass Notifications 
1. If a User knows in advance of the need for a bypass, it shall submit prior notice to 

the Superintendent, at least ten (10) days before the date of the bypass, if possible.   
2. A User shall submit oral notice to the Superintendent of an unanticipated bypass 

that exceeds applicable Pretreatment Standards within twenty-four (24) hours from 
the time  it be comes aware of  the  b ypass.  A  w ritten submission shall a lso be 
provided within five (5) days of the time the User becomes aware of the bypass.  
The written submission shall contain a description of the bypass and its cause; the 
duration of the bypass, including exact dates and times, and, if the bypass has not 
been corrected, the anticipated time it is expected to continue; and steps taken or 
planned t o r educe, e liminate, a nd pr event r eoccurrence of  t he b ypass.  The 
Superintendent may waive the written report on a case-by-case basis if the oral 
report has been received within twenty-four (24) hours. 

D. Bypass 
1. Bypass i s pr ohibited, and the S uperintendent may t ake an enforcement a ction 

against a User for a bypass, unless 
a. Bypass was unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or severe 

property damage; 
b. There were no feasible alternatives to the bypass, such as the use of auxiliary 

treatment f acilities, retention of unt reated wastes, or ma intenance dur ing 
normal periods of equipment downtime.  T his condition is not satisfied if 
adequate back-up equipment should have been installed in the exercise of 
reasonable engineering judgment to prevent a bypass which occurred during 
normal periods of equipment downtime or preventive maintenance; and 

c. The User submitted notices as required under paragraph (C) of this section. 
2. The S uperintendent may a pprove a n a nticipated b ypass, a fter c onsidering i ts 

adverse e ffects, if the S uperintendent determines tha t it w ill me et the thr ee 
conditions listed in paragraph (D)(1) of this Section. 
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SECTION 13 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
 
13.1 Severability  
 

If any provision of  t his Rule is inva lidated by any court o f c ompetent jurisdiction, the 
remaining provisions shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION 14 - EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Rule shall be in full force and effect immediately following its passage, approval, and 
publication, as provided by law. 
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PART B 
 

Private Extension of Water/Sewer Lines 
 
SECTION 1- APPLICATION 

 
1.1 Application for Private Extension of Water/Sewer Lines 
 

A. Private party (hereinafter called the "Applicant") shall file an application with the 
County Sewer District for the construction of Water/Sanitary Sewer Lines, 
(hereinafter called the "Project") in the District. 

B. Such application shall be made on the form supplied for that purpose by the County 
Sewer District. 

C. Applicant shall submit to the County Sewer District construction plans, drawings, 
specifications, cost estimates, vehicular traffic plans, and such other documents as 
may be required for the 's review of the Project. 

D. Applicant shall supply the County with all easements required for maintenance of the 
lines without charge. 

E. Engineering, materials, construction and testing of the Project shall conform with the 
County's plans, specifications, rules and regulations. 

F. When the County Sanitary Engineer approves all documents submitted and the 
foregoing Sections 1.1, A through E have been satisfactorily accomplished, he shall 
so certify his approval by letter to the Holmes County Commissioners. 

G. The Holmes County Commissioners may then grant permission to the Applicant to 
construct such Project by Resolution, contingent upon the Applicant entering into an 
acceptable Contract with the County, and fulfilling the requirements of these Rules 
and Regulations. 

 
1.2 The Contract Shall Contain 
 

A. The Comprehensive General Liability Coverage shall include Completed Operations -
-- Products Coverage, Personal Injury Coverage, and Contractual Liability Coverage 
to satisfy the Indemnification Clause included in this Contract. Explosion, Collapse, 
and Underground Hazards Liability Coverage shall be included in the General 
Liability Coverage when occasioned by the contractor’s sub-surface operations. The 
Comprehensive Automobile Liability Coverage shall include Non-ownership and 
Hired Cars Coverage. The minimum limits of liability for all coverages above shall be 
as follows, unless otherwise specifically required by special provisions in the 
construction specifications of this Contract: 
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AMOUNT OF 
CONTRACT: 

UNDER 
$50,000 

OVER 
$50,000 

BUT 
UNDER 
$500,000 

OVER 
$500,000 

OVER 
$1,000,000 

        (1) 

Bodily Injury Liability         

Each Person $100,000 $500,000 $1,000,000   

Each Occurrence $300,000 $500,000 $1,000,000   

Aggregate $300,000 $500,000 $1,000,000   

Property Damage 
Liability         

Each Occurrence $100,000 $250,000 $500,000   

Aggregate (Except 
Auto) $100,000 $250,000 $500,000   

(1) Special conditions will affect limits to be determined. Generally 
applicable to above ground facilities, not sanitary sewers. 

 
 

B. The Contractor shall comply with the Ohio Workmen's Compensation Act for all of 
his employees engaged in work under this Contract. 

C. That the County shall be reimbursed by the Applicant for its inspection cost. 
D. That the Applicant shall provide bond of sufficient amount to compensate the County 

for completing the Project if necessary. 
E. That upon completion of construction and final approval of the said Project by the 

Holmes County Sewer District, said lines shall be conveyed to the County. 
F. That, if requested by the Applicant on his original Application, the County shall 

collect and return to the Applicant a prorated share of the cost of such improvement 
in any instance where connection is made by a non-participant in the original cost. In 
order to qualify for reimbursement for the connection of a non-participant, the system 
constructed by the applicant must include service sewers to the right-of-way line or 
easement line abutting each non-participant’s property. If the applicant requests 
reimbursement and does not provide a service sewer to any non-participant 
properties, then the applicant waives his right to reimbursement for those specific 
locations.  Prior to filing the Application, the Applicant shall contact all property 
owners along the route of the proposed sewer to determine whether or not they 
wish to become participants in the project. 

G. That such prorated share shall be based on the front footage of improvement to the 
non-participant for sewer projects, and for water projects, as further modified by the 
number of non-participants with access to the project. In both cases, such prorated 
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share shall not be in excess of the amount chargeable to such non-participant if he had 
participated in such improvements and shall not exceed the current County 
connection charge. 

H. For private sanitary sewer construction completed under Holmes County Subdivision 
Regulations where the Applicant has requested a return of a prorated share of the cost 
of an improvement, the amount to be returned shall be as set forth in Section 1.2, F 
and G above.  Service connections within the subdivision will not be considered 
reimbursable, including subsequent phases. 

I. That to determine the costs of such project, the Applicant shall provide the County 
Sewer District with certified copies of all payrolls, material, supplies and services 
used on the project. 

J. That the County shall collect and return to the Applicant such prorated shares of the 
cost for a ten (10) year period from the date of the Contract with the Holmes County 
Commissioners, or until such time as the Applicant has recouped his entire cost of 
construction, whichever shall occur first. 

 
1.3 Proceeding with the Construction of the Extension 
 
 A. Upon execution of such Contract, the Applicant shall file a copy of the Application 

and the Contract with the County Auditor, and shall pay the fee for each such 
Application (with Contract) filed. 

 B. A copy of the executed documents required in Section 1.2 shall be filed with the 
Holmes County Sewer District prior to commencement of any construction work. 

 C. When such Application has been approved and Contract completely executed, and 
both filed with the County Auditor, the Applicant shall be given notice in writing by 
the County Sewer District that he may proceed. 

 D. All construction shall conform to the approved plans. The applicant or his agent is 
required to notify property owners along the route of the improvement at least three 
(3) days prior to start of construction. 

 E. All construction and testing shall be under the supervision and inspection of the 
County Sewer District. 

 
1.4 After Construction is Complete 
 
 A. The Applicant's engineer shall provide the County Sewer District with as-built 

measurements, consisting of one set of plans along with AutoCAD compatible files, 
both revised in accordance with the results of construction. AutoCAD files shall be in 
accordance with Holmes County Sewer District specifications and requirements. 

 B. The costs provided in Section 1.2, C shall be paid in full before final approval is 
given to such Project and use of the facility is permitted. 

 C. Final approval of the Project and use of the facility shall be contingent upon the 
Applicant's satisfactory fulfillment of these Rules and Regulations and the terms of 
the Contract. 

 D. After the date of final approval of the Project, the County Sewer District shall collect 
a prorated share of the cost of such improvement whenever a non-participant connects 
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as provided in Sections 1.2, E and 1.2, F and return such share of payment to the 
Applicant without a charge for such service. 

E. A non-participant shall not be issued a connection permit until his share of the cost 
has been paid to the Holmes County Sewer District. 

 
SECTION 2 – PROCEDURE FOR PLAN APPROVAL 
 
2.1 Plan - Physical Format 
 

A. Standard Sheet Size: 24" X 36". 
 

1. Paper and Ink: India or other reproducible ink on linen tracing cloth or 
equivalent. 

2. Lettering: All lettering 0.125" high or larger. 
3. Title Block: 6" X 3" located in lower right hand corner. 
4. Include: Sewer District, plat name, section, township, engineer's name, seal, 

signature, sheet number, number of sheets, and scale. 
5. Revisions Block: 4" X 2-1/2" located directly to the left of title block with 

provision for County Sanitary Engineer to initial any approved revisions. 
6. Scale: Horizontal - 1" = 50' (Preferred) 
 Vertical - 1" = 5' (Mandatory) 
7. Approval Block located immediately above title block shall include signature 

lines for: 
 a. County Sanitary Engineer 
 b. The applicable City or Municipal Engineer when connection will 

discharge to a municipal sewage treatment plant. 
 c. Sheet Numbering Block to be in lower right-hand corner. 

 
B. A vicinity map shall be provided to show the location of construction. 
C. Each set of plans shall have a cover sheet with a key map showing sheet reference 

numbers. 
D. Each sheet shall have a readable North arrow oriented up and/or to the right. 
E. Each set of plans shall contain this note: "All sanitary sewers/ waterlines (whichever 

is applicable) and appurtenances shall be constructed according to Holmes County 
Sewer District Specifications, in effect at time of construction." 

 
 The Holmes County Sanitary Engineer's approval is subject to conditions imposed by 

the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.  Profiles for sewer/waterlines shall be 
shown on the same sheet as the plan.  The profile shall be below the plan and shall be 
taken at the pipe invert. The profile shall be lined up under corresponding points on 
the plan. The existing and proposed grade profile shall be shown on each profile 
view. 

 
 All existing structures in the street or easement shall be shown in both plan and 

profile. Sizes, location, dimensions and elevations shall be included. These structures 
include (but are not limited to): 
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1. Gas mains 
2. Electric and telephone conduits 
3. Storm sewers 
4. Sanitary sewer line 
5. Water lines 
6. All other underground obstacles 
7. Telephone poles 
8. Electrical power poles 
9. Street lights 
10. All above ground structures which may affect construction 

 
F. Manholes (and/or hydrants) shall be consecutively numbered and, for manholes, from 

lowest to highest elevation and station numbers shall be noted. Manhole #1 shall be 
the manhole next upstream when connecting to an existing manhole. Both manhole 
(or hydrant) and station numbers shall appear on both plan and profile. The length, 
grade, and size of each span of sewer shall appear on the plan and profile. 

 
 The type of pipe material, joints and strength shall be shown on the profile. 
 

The location of all special features such as concrete encasements, siphons, elevated 
sewers, special cross sections, fittings and valves shall be shown. 
 

 Details of all special appurtenances such as manholes, inspection chambers, siphons, 
regulators, metering devices, elevated sewers, anchors, valves, tees and bends, etc., 
shall be shown. 

 
G. All subdivisions and Plat Book page shall be clearly marked including lot numbers. 

All properties abutting the improvement shall be shown for full width and depth. 
 
The ownership of all property not subdivided by a recorded plat shall be shown on the 
plan, including Deed Book, page and acreage. 
 
All corporation lines with dimensions and other information that will fix the exact 
location shall be shown. Section, Township, and Range numbers shall be included. 
 
The location, description, elevation, and tie lines of all bench marks used in 
connection with the project shall appear on each appropriate sheet. 
 
Test borings shall be located where made and the date of boring shall be shown. 
 
Proposed lines shall be shown as solid dark lines. 
 
Existing lines shall be shown as dashed lines. 
 
Existing or proposed streets and all streams or water surfaces shall be clearly shown. 
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All stream crossings shall be shown with streambed elevation. 

 
H. All service sewers shall extend to the property line in the case of public projects and 

ten (10) feet inside the property line if constructed as part of a new subdivision. 
 
2.2 Sanitary Sewer Service Requests 
 
 A. A professional engineer, registered in Ohio, shall submit a preliminary plan showing 

lot layout and overall sewer collection plan. 
 B. The availability of service for the area for the use intended shall be determined by the 

Sewer District . 
 C. Oversize facilities as required by the Master Plan shall be determined. 
 
2.3 Revisions 
 
 Any deviation from approved plans and specifications affecting capacity, flow, or operation 

of units or any other such basic design change shall be approved before such changes are 
made. These revisions, not included on approved plans, shall be submitted well in advance 
of construction. "As-built" mylar's clearly showing such changes shall be submitted at the 
completion of the work. 

 
2.4 Construction Plans - Approval Period 
 
 Approved plans are only valid for one year; after that, they must be resubmitted for re-

approval. 
 
2.5 Construction Plans - As-Built Drawings 
 
 A. As-built distances must not have any objects, dimensions, elevations, grades, etc., 

crossed out; they must be erased from the drawing. Flowline and top of casting 
elevations, distances between manholes and manhole deflection angles are required. 
 
Plugged ends of sanitary sewer and water lines must be located. 
 
All as-built dimensions are to be measured in feet and tenths of a foot 

 
  1. Dimension lines shall be shown on drawing except where they would add 

substantial confusion in interpretation. Written dimensions with an arrow 
pointing to the item being referred to will then be acceptable. 

  2. Dimensions shall be from centerline to centerline except for house corners and 
catch basins. 

  3. Written dimensions will be considered at right angles with one another unless 
noted or shown otherwise. 
 
Measurements shall be on the horizontal unless noted under special 
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circumstances. Abbreviations will be accepted for the following: 
 
Sanitary Manholes San. M.H. 
 
Catch Basin C.B. 
 
Curb C. 
 
Fire Hydrant F. Hyd. 
 
Directions N, S, E, W 
 
Ohio Bell Telephone O. B. T. 
 
Power Pole P. P. 

 
 B. The following will be required on all "As-Built" Drawings: 

 
  1. Distances between sanitary manholes (or hydrants) and between sanitary 

manhole (or hydrant) and the plugged end of the line are to be shown on the 
plan. 

  2. Length of span, grade, size of pipe, type and invert elevations will be required in 
the profile. 

  3. Length of span may vary + 0.5' before manhole location in profile must be 
changed. The dimension, however, must be marked clearly and correctly. 

  4. Invert elevations may vary + 0.5' before main line in profile must be changed. 
 
The elevations, however, must be marked clearly and correctly. 
 

  5. All valves, and hydrant valves must be located with a minimum of three 
dimensions at all locations, two dimensions of which shall be to property 
corners, the third being to a physical object, such as a catch basin, manhole, 
building corner, etc. 

 
 C. The following is a list of objects that will be acceptable for "As-Built" dimensions 

references: 
 
  1. Fire Hydrant 

2. Curb 
 
   a. All curb dimensions must be to the back of the curb and must not be to 

any curb or extended curb lines with a radius. 
 

  3. Catch Basin 
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a. Dimensions are to be to the nearest corner of the steel edge on the street 
side. 

   b. The street and/or corner on which the catch basin is located must be 
indicated. 

 
  4. Sanitary Manholes and/or Storm Sewer Manholes 
  5. Utility pole, if it is to be permanent. 
 

a. When a dimension to a utility pole is used, the description and number of 
the pole must be given. 

 
6. House Corner 

 
a. When a dimension to a house corner is used, the address must be given. 

 
7. Corner of a paved drive. 
 

a. House number must be given. 
 

D. As-built drawing submittals shall include one set of plans and AutoCAD compatible 
file formats on suitable media for use with Windows operating system, in accordance 
with Holmes County Sewer District requirements. 
 

2.6 Available Capacity 
 

All proposed connections to existing Holmes County Sanitary Sewer Systems shall 
include a review of the receiving sewer system to determine the effect of the proposed 
connection on a hydraulic capacity of the receiving sewer system. 

 
2.7 County Ownership 
 

Upon acceptance by the Holmes County Sewer District, all sewerage or water facilities 
constructed by any person, firm, or corporation, shall be owned, operated, and maintained 
by Holmes County. 

 
2.8 Easements 
 

When easements are required, they must be filed with the County Recorder's Office 
before final approval of the project. 

 
2.9 Submission of Plans 
 

A. The number of sets of plans to be submitted for review and approval shall be in 
accordance with the following schedule: 
 
No. of Sets 
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Sanitary Sewer Only 1 
 
Sanitary sewer w/pump station 2 
 
Waterline only 2 
 
Sanitary sewer and waterline 2 
 
Sanitary sewer w/pump station & waterline 3 

 
 B. For the number of sets approved and signed plans to be submitted, add four (4) to the 

quantities noted in Sec. 2.9, A above.  A cover sheet shall be provided for all plans. 
 C. Once approvals from all applicable agencies have been obtained, plans shall be 

provided in the most recent version of AutoCad compatible file formats on suitable 
media, and in accordance with Holmes County Sewer District requirements. 

 
SECTION 3 – MATERIALS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 
3.1 Requirements 
 
 Shall be equivalent to or shall exceed the materials and specifications approved by the 

Board of Holmes County Commissioners now on file in the Holmes County Sewer District 
office. 

 
SECTION 4 - CONSTRUCTION 
 
4.1 Requirements 
 
 Construction of any sewerage facilities or water facilities that are to be owned and operated 

by the Holmes County Sewer District, shall be inspected by and meet the requirements of 
the Holmes County Sewer District. 

 
SECTION 5 - INSPECTION 
 
5.1 Jurisdiction 
 
 All sewers which will connect either directly or indirectly into the sewer system and all 

waterlines which will connect to the water system under the jurisdiction of the Holmes 
County Sewer District and which are to be constructed by any person, firm or corporation 
other than municipalities (hereinafter called "owner"), shall be inspected by, and subject to 
testing under the supervision of the Holmes County Sanitary Engineer or his designated 
representatives. 
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5.2 Fees 
 
 The cost of all inspection performed by the Holmes County Sewer District, shall be at a 

rate established by the Board of Holmes County Commissioners and shall be borne by the 
owner responsible for the construction. Said owner is required to deposit with the Holmes 
County Sewer District, a sum of money payable to the Holmes County Treasurer in an 
amount to be determined by the Holmes County Sanitary Engineer for each application, 
before any construction can commence. The Holmes County Sanitary Engineer will require 
additional deposits to this fund if the original deposit proves inadequate. 
 
When the Holmes County Sewer District certifies that no further field engineering service 
will be required for the improvement, the Holmes County Sanitary Engineer will prepare a 
voucher in favor of the Depositor refunding any balance remaining in his account. 

 
5.3 Acceptance 
 
 No sewer shall be acceptable to or accepted by the Holmes County Sewer District without 

its written approval. 
 
5.4 Notification of Start of Construction 
 
 A. The owner shall give twenty-four (24) hours notice to the Inspection Division of 

commencement of work so that the Inspection Department can be prepared to have 
the proper number of inspectors on the job. Notification of stoppage of work must 
also be given.  However, if due to scheduling issues, including but not limited to, the 
volume of work needing to be scheduled, the Inspection Department may defer the 
requested schedule to a later date. 

 
1. After the purchase of the sewer permit application and prior to the connection of 

a building to the sanitary sewer, an inspection of the existing plumbing 
configuration must be completed by Holmes County Sewer District personnel.  
This inspection is required in order to determine whether clear water sources, 
such as footer drains, sump pumps and downspouts, could be potentially 
connected to the sanitary sewer.  These connections are illegal.  Upon 
completion of inspection, the owner will be notified of any necessary changes 
that will need to be made prior to the actual connection of the building to 
sanitary sewer.  In such case the homeowner will be advised by the inspector in 
order to arrange for a final inspection.  The owner shall give a minimum of 
twenty-four (24) hours notice to the Permits Department for the purpose of 
scheduling both the initial and final inspection. 

 
B. All work must be completed in the presence of and with the approval of an inspector 

of the Holmes County Sewer District. 
C. All materials and workmanship in connection with any building sewer line or water 

service to a structure shall conform to the Specifications of the Holmes County Sewer 
District, as now in force or hereafter amended. 



41 

D. No connection shall be made to any sewer or water line, without a permit from the 
Holmes County Sewer District. 

E. If the Sanitary Engineer deems that any work is improper, he may order all work 
stopped. Work shall not proceed until the owner has received permission from the 
Sanitary Engineer or his Agent. 

F. If any change or modification is deemed necessary in the plans during construction, 
the Sanitary Engineer shall determine whether such change or modification must be 
resubmitted for approval on revised plans. 

G. All work and materials shall adhere to the Specifications of the Holmes County 
Sewer District in effect at the time of construction. 

H. If any plumber, contractor, drain layer or waterline installer shall neglect or refuse to 
abide by these Rules and Regulations, the County Sanitary Engineer may cause such 
work to be done and charge the plumber, contractor, drain layer or waterline installer 
for payment of such work. These matters shall be considered in issuing further 
permits and in the possible suspension, revocation or non-renewal of drain layers or 
waterline installers licenses, and may also be considered when awarding future 
projects to the plumber, contractor, drain layer or waterline installer. 

I. No provision in this article shall be so construed as to relieve a person, firm or 
corporation of furnishing all private engineering services necessary in connection 
with the improvements. 

 
5.5 Testing 
 
 A. All testing must be done in the presence of an inspector of the Holmes County Sewer 

District. 
 B. All sanitary sewers and manholes must be air-tested per the Holmes County Sewer 

District current Specifications for Sewer Line Construction, excluding concrete pipe. 
 C. All concrete sanitary sewers must be tested by infiltration or exfiltration tests per the 

Holmes County Sewer District's current Specifications for Sewer Line Construction. 
 D. All waterlines must be pressure tested and disinfected in accordance with current 

specifications. 
 E. All non-rigid sanitary sewers of 8-inch diameter and greater shall be mandrel tested. 

This test shall occur a minimum of thirty (30) days after backfill over the sewer has 
been completed. 

 F. All sanitary sewers, 8" diameter or larger, must pass internal television inspection. 
The contractor shall provide complete internal inspection videotape to the Sewer 
District. The videotaping procedure must be in accordance with Holmes County 
Sewer District specifications. Videotaping of non-rigid sanitary sewers shall occur a 
minimum of thirty (30) days after backfill over the sewer has been completed. 

 
SECTION 6 – BUILDING SEWERS, WATER SERVICES, AND CONNECTIONS 
 
6.1 Authorization 
 

A. No unauthorized person shall uncover, make any connection with, an opening into, 
use, alter or disturb a public or private sanitary sewer or appurtenance, or a water 
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connection device thereof, without first obtaining a permit for connection from the 
Holmes County Sewer District. 

 
6.2 Requirements – Sewer 
 

A. A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for each separate 
building. The minimum size shall be six (6) inches for commercial and four (4) 
inches for single family residential.  The minimum depth at the building shall be at a 
depth that will clear the building footers or at a depth compatible with interception of 
the septic system, whichever is deeper.  For buildings with high rough plumbing 
and/or no basement plumbing, the building sewer at a point within fifteen (15) feet of 
the building, shall be laid at the minimum depths as defined.  At that point fifteen (15) 
feet, the building sewer shall be raised as necessary in order to make the connection 
to the satisfaction of the Holmes County Sewer District. 

B. The building sewer shall be constructed of a size and of materials meeting the current 
specifications of the Holmes County Sewer District. It shall be laid at a grade no less 
than the minimum grade of six-tenths (0.6) feet per one hundred lineal feet for a six 
(6) inch sewer, from the building to the public sewer. A building sewer with a 
diameter larger than six (6) inches shall be laid at a grade no less than the minimum 
grade permitted by the current specifications of the Holmes County Sewer District for 
the given pipe. 

C. The owner of the premises served by a sewer shall be responsible for the operation 
and cleaning of the building sewer and service sewer from the building to the point of 
connection with the local or lateral sewer, and for the repair and reconstruction of the 
building sewer from the building to the service sewer which terminates at the 
property line. In the case of gravity services, repair and reconstruction of the service 
sewer from the property line to the point of connection with the local or lateral sewer 
shall be the responsibility of the Holmes County Sewer District. In the case where 
services are pressure lines, the property owner shall be responsible for repair and 
reconstruction from the property line to the point of connection with the local or 
lateral sewer. 

D. Service sewers as constructed, as part of new subdivisions shall be installed to a 
minimum of ten (10) feet inside the property line of each lot. 

E. When it becomes necessary to make a tap into the main sewer line, a new saddle tap 
must be used.  A wye tap may be used upon approval by the Sanitary Engineer. 
Permission to tap any sanitary sewer line must be given by the Sanitary Engineer. 
Work will be done under the observation of the inspector at the site. 

F. When installation occurs in advance of or at the same time as building excavation 
(early sanitary sewer connection), but before construction of footers, supplemental 
requirements are in effect and will be provided.  In no case shall a sanitary building 
sewer be used to drain water from a foundation excavation.  Utilizing the sewer to 
drain an excavation may result in enforcement action against the drain layer up to and 
including revocation of the drain layers license. 
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6.3 Requirements – Water 
 

A. When an application is made for the installation of a County service line or for water 
service or for the reinstatement of water service, the County shall be entitled to 
assume that the piping and fixtures to which the service will be supplied are in good 
order to receive such service, but reserves the right to inspect said facilities to assure 
against possible damage and cross connections. Water will not be furnished where 
pipes are inferior, the plumbing is defective; or the faucets, water closets or other 
fixtures leak or not in Good working order.  When such conditions are discovered, the 
supply of water may be cut off until repairs are made.  The County, at its discretion, 
will periodically conduct leak surveys of the system in order to enforce this provision. 

B. In addition to provisions included in this chapter, supplemental requirements entitled 
Water Service Policies and Procedures are in effect and will be provided. 

C. The County cannot guarantee the customer a specific or continuous pressure, nor does 
it guarantee the water delivered as to quality, purity or temperature. These variables 
are subject to the conditions that may arise in the operation and maintenance of the 
system. 

D. The County shall have the sole right to determine the size, type and location of 
meters, meter settings, valves, service lines and connections necessary to provide the 
service applied for. Exclusive operating control-of all service lines from main to 
meter, and of meters and meter installations shall at all times remain with the County, 
and shall not be interfered with in any respect. Section 6.3, H provides for customer 
responsibilities. 

E. The County will be responsible for tapping or making any connection with the mains 
or distribution pipes. All services between he main and the point of connection near 
the property line, including the curb stop and curb box, will be installed by the 
County except in such cases as the County allows others to do so by prior approval. 

F. The customer shall not, without County consent, use water for any purpose or upon 
any premises not stated in the application for service. 

G. The application for the installation of a County service line must state the uses, to 
which the water is to be applied, and the correct lot and street number or other 
complete identification of the premises to be supplied. The application for installation 
of a County service line will be accepted subject to the condition that there shall exist, 
adjacent to the premises to be served, a supply of water sufficient to provide the 
service requested. A service line may not be used to supply more than one premises, 
except in special cases. 

H. Service lines shall be installed to provide for inside meter settings, except in special 
cases where the County has approved outside meter settings. The curb stop or outside 
meter vault shall be installed at a place designated by the County between the curb 
line and the property line.  Curb stops or valves in the County's service lines are for 
the exclusive use and under the exclusive control of the County. 

I. The customer shall at his expense, install, maintain and repair the customer service 
line which Is that portion from the curb stop to his structure. When a leak in a 
customer service line is discovered, the County may turn off the water service until 
the leak is repaired.  Without limiting the authority of he County under the preceding 
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sentence, the County will endeavor, when the circumstances are such as to make it 
practicable, to give notice to the customer before discontinuing such service, in order 
to afford him a reasonable time to make such repairs. 

J. In case of breaks in mains, services, pumps or other water facility equipment, and for 
the purpose of tapping, extending, repairing, replacing or cleaning mains, the water 
may be shut off without giving notice and no claims will be considered for damage of 
any nature whatsoever arising from such action. When possible, customers will be 
notified. 

K. When any premises are supplied with water from two or more standard services 
which originate from different supply systems, such services must be provided with 
double check valves so that water can flow into the premises but cannot flow out 
through either of the services. 

L. The customer service line shall be laid at a minimum depth of four (4) feet below 
ground level. The service line shall be not less than 1-inch nominal size and shall be 
either "Type K" copper tubing or other County-approved water pipe. Solder-free 
joints shall be used on the service line from the water main to the valve located 
downstream of the water meter. 

M. If a service line is to be installed where any portion of the line must pass through 
property not owned by an applicant, the applicant must assume full responsibility for 
acquiring the right to pass through such property and must provide the County with 
an appropriate easement. 

N. When the installation of a customer line has been completed, the customer shall leave 
the service line turned off. 

O. The customer service line may be laid in a separate trench or, under special 
circumstances, and with the approval of the County representative, it may be laid on a 
ledge on either side of the sewer trench. Said ledge shall be cut into the side of the 
sewer trench so as to provide a shelf six (6) inches wide of solid firm soil for the 
entire length of the pipe. The water service line should be laid above the sewer line a 
minimum vertical separation of 18", measured from its invert to the crown of the 
sewer. The applicant shall leave the trench open and pipe uncovered until it is 
inspected and approved by a County representative. 

 
6.4 Permits 
 

A. Permits to connect to, open, or alter any public sanitary or combined sewer or 
appurtenance or to install a customer waterline will be issued only to a person, firm or 
corporation engaged in the business of sewer construction or tapping and possessing a 
valid Drain Layers License issued by the Holmes County Sewer District, or in the 
case of waterline installation, who provides evidence of registration with the County 
Health Department. In the case of installation of a customer waterline, permits may 
also be issued to the customer. 

B. The person, firm, or corporation to whom a permit is issued, will be held responsible 
for the proper installation of the building sewer or the waterline in accordance with 
these Rules and Regulations, subject, however, to the condition that he or it holds the 
County of Holmes, its officers and agents, harmless from any loss or damage 
associated with said installation. 
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C. The person, firm, or corporation to whom a permit is issued, shall be responsible for 
obtaining any required permits to open cut or bore under any street, road or highway, 
from the appropriate political body or official having jurisdiction over such street, 
road, or highway, and shall comply with all conditions required by such permits. 

 
SECTION 7 – SEWAGE LIFT STATIONS 
 
7.1 Requirements 
 
 A. Lift stations shall not be used if it is at all possible to connect the proposed sewer line 

to existing sanitary sewer system by gravity. 
 B. Developers of lands in the Holmes County Sewer District  when authorized by the 

Holmes County Sanitary Engineer shall provide sewage lift stations. 
 C. Sewage lift stations shall comply in all respects with the requirements of the Holmes 

County Sanitary Engineer and/or the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, based 
on safety, layout, access, auxiliary equipment required for proper operation and 
maintenance, or any other item peculiar to that station which may be required in the 
judgment of the County Sanitary Engineer and/or the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

 
SECTION 8 - ANNEXATION 
 
8.1 Requirements 
 
 A. From time to time, municipalities annex Township areas containing County Sewers 

and/or waterlines to their corporation. Such annexation does not automatically convey 
ownership of County sewers or waterlines in the annexed area to the municipality. A 
great variety of factors must be resolved before such sewers are formally and legally 
conveyed to the municipality by specific resolution of the Holmes County Board of 
Commissioners. Until such conveyance takes place, users of this sewer or water 
system, although actually citizens of the municipality, remain County customers. 

 
SECTION 9 – DRAIN LAYER & WATERLINE INSTALLER 
 
9.1 Requirements 
 

A. Any person, firm, or corporation who desires to engage in the work of making 
connections with the public sanitary sewers, service sewers, and the construction of 
special sanitary sewers or the construction of water services in the Holmes County  
Sewer District , must obtain a Drain Layers License from the Holmes County Sewer 
District in the case of sanitary construction, or must be registered with the County 
Health Department in the case of water service construction, before engaging in said 
work. 

B. Any person, firm, or corporation possessing either a Drain Layers License or 
registered as a plumber with the County Health Department, shall file a bond in the 
amount currently required by the County Commissioners to the approval of the 
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County Commissioners, conditioned upon the faithful prosecution of the work 
undertaken as provided by these Rules and Regulations and the Specification of the 
Holmes County Sewer District as adopted by the Commissioners, and upon 
indemnifying and saving harmless the County from all loss or damage occasioned by 
the performance of the work undertaken. 

C. A minimum of twenty-four (24) hours notice must be given the Holmes County 
Sewer District Inspection Department before any construction work requiring 
inspection is started.  However, if due to scheduling issues, including but not limited 
to, the volume of work needing to be scheduled, the Inspection Department may defer 
the requested schedule to a later date.  If a twenty-four (24) hours notice is not given 
to the Department, inspection may not be scheduled and all the work must be left 
uncovered until it is properly scheduled and the inspector has approved the work. 

D. Any work scheduled for inspection and not ready for inspection at the scheduled time 
will necessitate rescheduling through the Department Office and the related charges 
of mileage and labor associated with the inspector's mobilization to the job site will 
be charged to the license holder. 

E. Any work scheduled and started on one day and not completed or not cancelled on 
that same day will be considered scheduled for completion on the following working 
day. 

F. Failure to comply with the above requirements may result in the revocation or 
temporary suspension of the appropriate license.  A licensed company who allows an 
unlicensed company to do work under its name may also be subject to this provision. 

G. All applicants for a drain layer's license shall take and pass an examination with a 
score of 70% or better. For any scores less than 100% the applicant is required to 
personally review examination and correct answers. In the event an applicant scores 
less than 70%, a re-examination shall be taken at the next scheduled time. 

H. Company name shall appear on the license. 
 
9.2 Service and Building Sewer Requirements 
 
 A. Bedding is required on all sewer pipe within a street right-of-way. 
 B. A minimum of 4" of bedding is required below a sewer pipe. 
 C. Granular bedding shall extend to 1 ft. above the top of sewer pipe. 
 D. A minimum of 3 feet of cover is required over the pipe. 
 E. Vitrified clay, ductile cast iron, PVC, ABS composite, or PVC composite pipe may 

be used for service sewers and building sewers in accordance with material 
specifications on file in the Sewer District or as hereafter amended. Connection of the 
building sewer to the service sewer at the right-of-way may be made, in the case 
where dissimilar pipe materials are being joined, with adapter couplings of the 
flexible coupling type utilizing steel bands that meet the requirements of ASTM 
C564-70, F477-76, C425-77 or C443-85A, as applicable. 

 F. A building sewer may not be installed closer than 10 feet to a water well. 
 G. The drainlayer and the owner of the structure to be connected shall be responsible for 

assuring that all sanitary discharges, including floor drains, are directed to the sewer. 
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9.3 Waterline Installer 
 
 In order to qualify as a waterline installer, an applicant must be registered with the County 

Health Department as either a journeyman or master plumber. 
 
 
SECTION 10 - DISCONNECTION, CONNECTION FREEZE, RECONNECTIONS 
 
10.1 Disconnection-Sewer 
 

A. All owners of buildings, or sites of former buildings which are connected to the 
Holmes County Sewer System and which have not been issued a Razing Permit and 
have not been sealed according to these Rules and Regulations and the Specifications 
of the Holmes County Sewer District, shall be subject to the current sewer usage 
charges of the Holmes County Sewer District. 

B. There shall be no temporary disconnections or exemptions from the sewer usage 
charges except in those cases in which a recognized court of law has prohibited 
occupancy. 

C. Where a valid disconnection is authorized, such disconnection shall be made at the 
property line. A Disconnection permit shall be obtained from the Holmes County 
Sewer District. 

D. Disconnection shall be made at the property line nearest the main sanitary sewer and 
shall be accomplished in a manner to assure that no surface or ground water can enter 
the system. 

E. The disconnection shall be witnessed by a Holmes County Sewer District Inspector 
and approved by him prior to backfilling the excavation. 

 
10.2 Disconnection-Water 
 

A. When the supply of water is to be temporarily cut off by the County, it will give as 
much advance notice (except in case of emergency) as is practicable under the 
circumstances to be affected by the shut-off, stating the probably duration of the 
interruption of services. 

B. The County may discontinue without notice all or any part of its service to any 
customer for any of the following reasons: 

 
1. For the use of water for any other purpose or upon any premises not stated in his 

application. 
2. To prevent waste or reasonably avoidable loss of water. 
3. For tampering with any service line, meter, curb stop, curb box, seal or other 

appliance under the control of or belonging to, the County. 
4. For continued vacancy of the premises. 
5. For connecting the service line, or any pipe, directly or indirectly connected 

therewith, with any other source of supply or with any apparatus which may, in 
the opinion of the County, contaminate the County's water supply. 
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6. For denial to the County of reasonable access to the premises for purpose of 
inspection, reading, repairing or removing meters. 

7. For any other violation of, or failure to comply with the regulations of the 
County. 

 
C. In any case in which two or more customers are supplied through one service line and 

the County is entitled under the preceding paragraph to discontinue service to any or 
all of them, the County may shut off such service line. 

 
10.3 Connection Freeze 
 

In certain instances where existing sanitary sewer lines or Waste Water Treatment Plants 
have reached their design capacity and are unable to convey additional sewage resulting 
from additional building sewer connections, the Holmes County Board of Commissioners 
shall impose a temporary connection freeze or prohibition of building sewer connections 
until the capacity of the existing sewer system can be increased. 

 
10.4 Reconnection-Sewer 
 

A. Existing building sewers may be used in connection with new buildings only when 
they are found to meet all the requirements of these Rules and Regulations and the 
Specifications of the Holmes County Sewer District upon inspection and testing by 
said Department. 

B. The charge for a reconnection permit shall be the same as for a "Permit" for Sewer 
Connection. 

 
10.5 Reconnection-Water 
 

A. If a customer whose service has been disconnected for non-payment of bills or for 
violation of or failure to comply with the regulations of the County, desires a 
reconnection, such reconnection may only be made after the customer: 

 
 1. Has paid all unpaid bills for water service Owed to the County. 
 2. Has paid a reconnection or turn-on fee as set forth in the County's rate schedule. 
 3. Has corrected any condition in violation of the regulations of the County. 

 
C. When a customer's meter cannot be read for a period exceeding three (3) months for 

accounts read monthly, after the latest prior reading, the County may discontinue 
service to the customer upon giving a seven (7) days written notice mailed to him of 
its intention to do so, unless the customer shall promptly make access to the meter 
possible during the County's regular business hours on any day except Saturday, 
Sunday and holidays, access to the meter possible only during a time and day other 
than during the County's regular business hours, the County shall make a charge for 
the actual cost of such meter reading service. 
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SECTION 11 - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
 
11.1 Severability  
 

If a ny provision of  t his R ule i s i nvalidated b y any court o f c ompetent jurisdiction, t he 
remaining provisions shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. 
 

SECTION 12 - EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Rule shall be in full force and effect immediately following its passage, approval, and 
publication, as provided by law. 
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